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Two juveniles arrested for murder of 14-year-old in Pace

By Hansen Hasenberg
news@srpressgazette.com

Two juveniles have been arrested in con-
nection with the homicide of Danika Troy, 14,
who was reported as a runaway Monday, Dec.
1. Troy’s body was found the following day and
Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office confirmed it
was Troy Dec. 3.

During a Thurs-
day, Dec. 4 news
conference, Sheriff
Bob Johnson said
Gabriel Williams,
16, and Kimahri
Blevins, 14, were
arrested for pre-
meditated murder
in the first degree.

According  to
Johnson, a citizen
stumbled  upon
the body, which Blevin
was laying in the
woods off Kimberly Road in

the Floridatown section of Pace and called the

Williams
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Sheriff Bob Johnson addresses the media Troy, along with
about the murder of Danika Troy, 14, in Pace.2 SYOUP of others,
while performing

a grid search for a different missing person case
near Kimberly Road.

Williams said his team was shaken by what
they saw. According to Williams, there was
about a 30-foot area around Troy which had
been burned. Ammunition casings for a 9mm
were also found.

“Not only was the person who found the body
traumatized but our Major Crimes detectives
have to see stuff like this,” Johnson said. “You
don’t want to see a burnt child with bullet holes.
That’s not something you sign up for but unfor-
tunately you get put in that position.”
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Dec. 12

Light up Milton will take place at 5158 Willing St,
Milton from 5-9 p.m. Spread holiday cheer and enjoy
free fun for the whole family at the City’s Annual Light
Up Milton Event. At 5 p.m., Santa arrives at the River-
walk Pavilion. At 5:30 p.m., there will be a Tree Lighting
Ceremony. At 6 p.m., the Blackwater Pirates Lighted
Boat Parade begins. At 7 p.m., fireworks will be over
the Blackwater River.

Dec. 13

The Holiday Market will be at 5158 Willing Street
in Milton from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Check out photos with
Santa, holiday shopping, food trucks, live music and
bounce houses.

Saturday with Santa (Jay) will take place at the Jay
Library 5259 Booker Ln, Jay, from 10-11:30 a.m. Santa
will take a break from his preparations at the North Pole
to visit Santa Rosa County Libraries. You'll be treated to
a Christmas story and a gift from Santa. Bring a camera
to take a picture with Santa. All ages are welcome. Area
Friends of the Library are sponsoring this visit.

Wreaths Across America will be held at Milton His-
toric Cemetery 5641 US-90, Milton, at noon. Each year,
the event is held to place wreaths on the graves of ser-
vice members, so their sacrifice, service and memory
are never forgotten.

“One Day: A Christmas Production” will be per-
formed at Pine Terrace Baptist Church, 6212 Pine
Blossom Rd, Milton. Performances will be on Saturday,
Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. This
production will tell the story of Jesus' birth through
music and storytelling.

Dec. 20

Saturday with Santa (Milton) will take place at the
Milton Library 5541 Alabama St, Milton, from 10-
11:30 a.m. Santa will take a break from his preparations
at the North Pole to visit Santa Rosa County Libraries.
Attendees will hear a Christmas story and receive a gift
from Santa. Bring a camera to take a picture with Santa.
All ages are welcome. Area Friends of the Library are
sponsoring this visit.

Dec. 23

As the Page Turns Book Club will be at Jay Library
5259 Booker Ln, Jay, from 4-5 p.m.

Visit the Jay Library on the fourth Tuesday each
month for As the Page Turns, an adult book club where
patrons choose what to read. January’s selection is a
historical fiction novel “The Underground Library”
by Jennifer Ryan. The rest of the year is reader’s choice
within a specific genre. This meeting’s genre is Holiday
Favorites, and the suggested title is “The Christmas
Cottage” by T. Davis Bunn. Holiday-favorite movie “It's
a Wonderful Life” (rated PG) will be shown.

Jan. 17

Send Weekend is taking place at Pine Terrace Bap-
tist Church 6212 Pine Blossom, Milton at 9:30 a.m. The
student ministry will head out to visit and encourage
homebound church members, as well as spend time at
local nursing homes.

Jan. 31

The Milton Mardi Gras Parade will take place at 5629
Byrom St, Milton at 3 p.m.

This year there is a new route. The parade will start
at James St and Stewart St and roll down Stewart Street
and end at the Burger King at Hwy 90 (the parade will
not turn on Berryhill).

Santa Rosa’s Central Landfill

rates fo increase in 2026

Staff report
news@srpressgazette.com

Santa Rosa County
residents will have to
pay a bit more to use
Central Landfill next
year.

Effective Jan. 1, 2026,
the Santa Rosa County
Central Landfill's Tip-
ping Fees will increase
as provided in the rate
resolution passed by
the Santa Rosa Coun-
ty Board of County
Commissioners Feb. 9,
2023.

A rate increase of $1
per ton will be assessed

for Class I, Class III,
and Recycling fees.
The fee increase will
have no impact on the
minimum charge of
$10.

Please direct all
questions or com-
ments to the County’s
Environmental Office
by calling 850-981-
7135 or emailing En-
vironmental-Dept@
santarosa.fl.gov.

For more informa-
tion about the Cen-
tral  Landfill,  visit
https://www.santa-
rosa.fl.gov/351/Cen-
tral-Landfill.

Get to know your community.

Substribe to the Santa Rosa Press Gazette
850-623-2120
srpressgazette.com
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City of Milton holds first-ever tree lighting ceremony

City Manager Ed Spears listens to Keep Santa Rosa Beautiful Chair Christina Schweiger’s remarks.

By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

The City of Milton
hosted their first-ever
Christmas tree lighting
ceremony on Decem-
ber 2 at City Hall, of-
ficially kicking off the
holiday season with
the Milton community.
The event was attend-
ed by city employees
and community mem-
bers. Refreshments like
cookies and hot choc-
olate, with, of course,
whipped cream and
marshmallows as add-
ons were available as
the overcast sky and
chilly winds had people
huddling together and

burrowing into their

jackets.
The event kicked
off with the Liber-

ty Church Worship
Group singing hymns
in front of the unlit
tree, instruments and
sheet music in hand as
they swayed before the
crowd.

The Christmas tree
is a 12-foot native ju-
niper tree donated by
Keep Santa Rosa Beau-
tiful and Panhandle
Growers, Inc., a Mil-
ton-based organization
that has been growing
ornamental and shade
trees for communities
across the Southeast

Milton Police Chief Jennifer Frank helps a young attendee prepare his
hot chocolate with extra marshmallows and whipped cream.

since 1987. The tree
was described by City
Manager Ed Spears
as a “living symbol of
growth and friendship”
It was planted at City
Hall in the same area
that there used to be a
tree out front, though
the previous tree died
and was removed some
time ago.

“[The spot] has been
a blank palette for a
while,” Spears admit-
ted at the ceremony.
“We thought we would
replace it with some-
thing that is a visual
sign of growth and life
and [something] that
we could use every year
as the City Hall Christ-
mas tree.”

Spears went on to
thank the Keep Santa
Rosa Beautiful board
of directors and their
chair Christina Schwei-
ger, as well as Panhan-
dle Growers owners

John Davy and Glen
Strange, for the dona-
tion and the city’s land-
scape and public works
departments for get-
ting the tree ready.

‘I can attest, City
Hall has been San-
tas Workshop today,
Spears joked. “There
have been elves every-
where to get us to this
moment. Its been a
beehive of activity”

Spears invited Sch-
weiger up to the podi-
um to speak, but she
had little to say except
for expressing how ex-
cited she was for the
special occasion and
how Keep Santa Rosa
Beautiful was looking
forward to their part-
nership with the city to
create more beautiful
trees.

Milton celebrates Ar-
bor Day each year as a
Tree City USA commu-
nity by holding a public
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tree planting. The trees
they plant, including
the newly donated ju-
niper tree, help reduce
stormwater runoff, im-
prove biodiversity and
enhance air quality to
name a few long-term
benefits.

“This is a wonderful
example of community
partnership and stew-
ardship,” Spears said.
“Planting native trees
strengthens the health
of our environment,
beautifies our public
spaces and provides
benefits that will last
for generations”

The ceremony con-
cluded with Milton
City Council mem-
bers and representa-
tives from Panhandle
Growers and Keep
Santa Rosa Beauti-
ful standing for pic-
tures as the tree lit up
behind them.

The city also hosts
Light Up Milton annu-
ally, a night filled with
fun where they light a
tree on Willing Street,
bring Santa Claus in
to visit, hold a winter
market, host a boat pa-
rade and launch fire-
works. Light Up Milton
was originally sched-
uled for Dec.5 this year,
but due to the inclem-
ent weather, it will now
take place on Dec. 12.

Murder

Continued from page 1A

“Unfortunately  for
the Troy family, they
have to go through
this,” Johnson added.

As of press time, the
State Attorney’s Office
had not decided how
the juveniles will be
charged, whether as
adults or children.

Due to the nature of
the crime, Johnson be-
lieves they should be
tried as adults and go
to regular prison, not
a juvenile detention
facility.

“You do the adult
crime, you have to do
the adult time,” John-
son said.

Not much is known
about a motive for the
killing, but Johnson
said Blevins and Wil-
liams were classmates
with Troy at High Road
School of Santa Rosa in
Pace. Johnson said they
may have been friends.

Williams  reported-
ly told investigators
Troy made hurtful
comments about him,
which upset him.

High Road is a spe-

Photo by Madison DeVito

This area off Kimberly Rd. in Pace is where the murder of Danika Troy occurred.

cialized school which
contracts with Santa
Rosa County District
Schools to educate stu-
dents with “academic,
emotional, and behav-
ioral needs” through
smaller class sizes and
more  individualized
teaching strategies.

SRCDS public infor-
mation and communi-
ty and family outreach
officer Nadia Colin
confirmed all three ju-
veniles were students
at High Road as of this
school year.

“Santa Rosa Coun-
ty District Schools is

deeply saddened by the
tragic loss of one of our
students. Our hearts
are with the family as
they face an unimag-
inable loss. We have
been notified of the
arrest of two students
in connection with
this off-campus inci-
dent. We are devastated
by this situation and
are fully cooperating
with law enforcement
as their investigation
continues. Additional
counseling and support
services are being made
available to students
and staff at the affected

school. Due to the on-
going investigation and
to protect the integrity
of the process, we are
unable to provide ad-
ditional information at
this time.”

According to the
Sherift’s Office, Blevins
and Williams are being
held in the Department
of Juvenile Justice as of
Dec. 4.

Johnson said the ev-
idence of who was in-
volved in the killing
was clear and referred
to it as a “ground ball;”
a baseball reference
meaning it was simple.
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This August, Lighthouse
Private Christian Academy
(PCA) opened a new campus
in Milton to continue provid-
ing their students with new
opportunities and a trans-
formational, Christ-centered
education.

The new campus, located
at 6225 Dixie Rd, is now
home to the middle and
high school students at the
Lighthouse Private Christian
Academy in Milton.

CEO and founder Joanna Jo-
hannes says everything fell into
place and this new campus was
definitely a “God thing”

Thanks to the generosity
of Mike Papantonio and his
associates and being able to
trade another Lighthouse
property, the Lighthouse
team was able to renovate
the campus and get it
ready very quickly for the
2025-2026 school year.

Lighthouse PCA
recently added trade
enrichment to their cur-
riculum. Trades taught at
the Milton campus include
auto mechanics, culinary,
agriculture, and electrical
contracting.

College is a great option
after high school graduation,
but it’s not the only option
available. Introducing the
trades to students while they
are young opens options for
careers that are not tradition-
ally taught.

“Our students are excit-
ed about the trades that
we're bringing to the Milton
campus because the focus at
our other campuses is college
preparatory, Johannes said.
“At the Milton campus, we're
opening up our ideas and
broadening the horizons now
to trades to remind students
that college isn't the end all
for everyone”

The students truly love
going to school here because
it is different than anything
they've experienced in
education before. “Learning
should be fun,” Milton cam-
pus administrative principal
Andrea Johnson said.
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Lighthouse PCA launches trades at Milton campus

The new campus has
opened numerous new
opportunities for the school,
such as agriculture and the
4-H program. The 5-acre
property features a large
greenhouse and outdoor gar-
dening area, as well as fields
of blueberries and a blueber-
ry shop. Students are learn-
ing the whole farming
process, from
growing the
blueber-
ries to

pick-

ing and

cleaning

the blueberries

and then selling the

berries to Bailey’s Produce

& Nursery on Davis Highway
in Pensacola.

In the basic and advanced
auto mechanics classes, stu-
dents are working on vehicles
on campus. They are learning
to fix breaks and carburetors
and change oil and tires.
Next semester, Lighthouse
hopes to add woodworking
to the mix.

And it’s not just the boys
that are excited about the
trades. Some of the girls in
culinary are equally as inter-
ested in learning mechanics.

Lighthouse is partnering
with local companies to
give the students hands-on

training and first-hand expe-
rience.

“We're partnering with Jen-
vo Electric, a female-owned
electrical contractor based in
Milton. The owner Jennifer
Williamson has been amaz-
ing. Our kids are learning
about contracting and going

out with
them on the road to clients,’
Johannes said.

In the culinary class,
students are learning how to
cold cook and make Italian
food and pizzas. Lighthouse
has been partnering with
local Italian restaurants,
allowing students to immerse
themselves in authentic cul-
ture and cuisine.

Students learn these trades
during their enrichment
hour during the school day
and if they want to continue
their education after hours,
they can do so through an
after-school apprenticeship.

“As we continue to grow,
we will add more trade
classes. We are looking into
HVAC and welding,” Jo-
hannes added.

The mission of Lighthouse
Private Christian Academy
is to inspire students to have
a love and joy for learning,
for a lifetime, by providing

a transformational,
Christ-centered
education.
“Its
always

about
the kids
and provid-
ing them what
they need to suc-
ceed,” executive principal
and athletic director Ricky
Broxson said. “T've taught a
lot of these students in sci-
ence, and they are all bright,
every single one of them”
For students that want to
gain college credit in high
school, Lighthouse provides
dual enrollment for students
that are academically ready.
Athletics are a huge part of

Lighthouse and what helps
set them apart. They are
committed to excellence on
and off the field while teach-
ing the students godly values
and developing integrity.

In the 2024 school year,
Lighthouse Private Chris-
tian Academy won the state
championship for football,
basketball and baseball in
the Sunshine State Confer-
ence. Many of the students
are involved in teams and
look forward to practice and
games after school. Light-
house is looking to expand
their cheerleading team.
They currently have a varsity
team and want to grow their
program to cheer at more

games, such as junior varsi-
ty. The school also recently
started a drumline for
the high school students,
which the kids are very
excited about. The drum-
line started with eight
students and now there
are 30 that play at football
games and a small ensem-
ble plays at the basketball
games as well.

“We take care of each
other, and the student body
takes care of each other.
We're like a giant family. Its a
school, but we're all connect-
ed, and we pride ourselves on
being kind to one another;,”
Administrative Principal
Johnson said.

The Word of God is embed-
ded into everything Light-
house does and all the curric-
ulum is based off scripture.

“A lot of parents just
want their kids to be in a
safe environment and we
provide that,” Johnson said.
“Through this safe environ-
ment, they’re finding love,
they’re finding Jesus, they’re
finding themselves, they’re
becoming leaders.

Lighthouse Private Christian Academy
lighthousepca.com

K-5th grade Milton Campus: 6163 Dogwood Dr. Milton, FL 32570

6th-12th grade Milton Campus: 6225 Dixie Rd., Milton, FL 32570
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Florida Blue Foundation awards children’s
hospital with mental health grant

By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

On Dec. 1, the Flor-
ida Blue Foundation
presented Studer Fam-
ily Childrens Hospital
with a four-year mental
well-being grant that will
expand access to mental
health support for chil-
dren and their families
receiving care in North-
west Florida.

The four-year grant
will fund a new program
called Sacred Support, as
well as the addition of a
licensed mental health
therapist inside the chil-
dren’s hospital who will
provide support to chil-
dren and families fac-
ing long hospital stays,
traumatic  injuries or
new medical diagno-
ses. 10 rural counties in
the area are the target of
the grant: Bay, Calhoun,
Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson, Jef-
ferson, Leon, Liberty,
Wakulla, Walton, Wash-
ington, Escambia, Oka-
loosa and Santa Rosa
counties. The program
isn’t a quick consultation
for therapy; it's compre-
hensive and integrated
mental health care.

“This generous grant
will allow us to create
a new Sacred Support
program,’ Ascension
Sacred Heart Founda-
tion President Adrienne
Maygarden said. “The
program will offer indi-
vidual, family and group
therapy sessions as well
as parenting support.
Sacred Support ensures
that no child or family
faces the emotional chal-
lenges of illness or injury
alone””

“When I was working
in the PICU, I saw first-
hand the emotional and
mental toll that a serious
diagnosis or injury can
have on a child and on
their family. Even when

the medical crisis was
under control, the fear,
anxiety and emotional
trauma can linger long
after discharge,” Presi-
dent of Studer Family
Children’s Hospital Dr.
Jason Foland informed
attendees. “Those mo-
ments stayed with me,
and they’re why today is
such an important day
for our hospital and for
our community.’

After Foland’s remarks,
he welcomed Meredith
Harrison to the podi-
um to speak about her
perspective on how the
grant will impact expe-
riences at the children’s
hospital. Harrison is the
mother of Carter Harri-
son, a patient at the hos-
pital that was diagnosed
shortly before his first
birthday with a rare dis-
ease that requires signif-
icant medical treatment
for the rest of his life.

“I was very excited
when I heard about this
new grant from Flori-
da Blue and the Florida
Blue Foundation...As
a family this definitely
would have been some-

Photos courtesy of Ascension Sacred Heart
President of Studer Family Children’s Hospital Dr. Jason Foland listens to Meredith Harrison speak to the crowd.

Florida Blue Northwest Florida Market Leader Hong Potomski
expresses Florida Blue’s excitement at the partnership.

thing that we would've
very much appreciated
and taken advantage of
if this was around when
Carter was a baby, and
we will be taking advan-
tage of it, 'm sure, soon
in the future, she said
with a smile. “But we, as
a family who have gone
through this, the doc-
tors and the nurses and
the staff take care of the
child, but a lot of times,
the resources kind of fall
short when taking care
of the rest of the fami-

ly...This grant will give
direct resources and ac-
cess to not only just take
care of the child but kind
of bringing the family to-
gether more and taking
care of the whole family
and the wellbeing of the
family”

Harrison said that
she and her family, as
people who have dealt
with troubling diagno-
ses or multiple hospital
stays before, are very
thankful for what the
grant will provide.

Harrison’s comments
were followed by As-
cension Sacred Heart
Foundation  President
Adrienne  Maygarden’s
words, who thanked the
Florida Blue Founda-
tion for their generosity
to help the hospital bet-
ter take care of families.
Florida Blue Northwest
Florida Market Leader
Hong Potomski spoke
next, expressing Florida
Blue’s gratitude for the
opportunity to part with
Studer Family Children’s
Hospital and Ascension
Sacred Heart Founda-
tion.

“In order for families
to take care of their little
ones, they must take care
of themselves first, she
said, smiling at Harrison.
She told media later that
the grant presentation
on Dec. 1 highlighted the
impact of the three orga-
nizations'  partnership,
which she said, “will help
bridge the gap in mental
health services for those
who need it most”

Potomski said that
Florida Blue is proud to
be a part of the change.
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Director of school
safety pleads

no contest to
battery charge

Staff report
news@srpressgazette.com

Daniel
Hahn, the
director of
school safe-
ty for Santa
Rosa Coun-
ty District
Schools, has
pleaded no contest to a
misdemeanor battery
charge.

Hahn, 59, was arrest-
ed for battery Oct. 7 af-
ter he allegedly rubbed
another  employee’s
shoulders against her
will. The incident took
place at Gulf Breeze
High School earlier
this school year.

The incident, which
made the female em-
ployee feel uncomfort-
able, was reportedly
part of a string of inap-
propriate or unwant-
ed behavior including
Hahn showing the
woman inappropriate
pictures of himself in
Halloween costumes,
asking the employee to
send “sexy pictures of
herself to him and ask-
ing her if she wanted
to attend a class he was
teaching at GBHS.

According to Hahn’s
arrest report, the wom-
an and him had no

personal relationship
outside of work.
Hahn reportedly

agreed to a pre-trial di-
version program con-
tract. If the contract
is fulfilled, Hahn can
avoid traditional pros-
ecution and have his
case dismissed.

Santa Rosa
Press Gazette

850-623-2120 or
srpressgazette.com

Milton Police Department awarded over S40K for new radios

By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

On Dec. 1, the Mil-
ton Police Depart an-
nounced they had been
awarded a grant for $41,
438.65 to purchase new
radios.

The grant was given
through the Edward
Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistant Grant pro-
gram, which according
to the U.S. Department
of Justice is “the leading
source of federal justice
funding to state and lo-
cal jurisdictions.”

“The radios were ful-
ly funded through re-
sidual JAG funds, un-
used grant money from
across the state that
has been reallocated to
meet urgent needs like
this one,” Milton Chief
of Police Jennifer Frank
told the Gazette. “This
is an excellent example
of how state resources
can be directed to sup-
port local law enforce-
ment priorities.”

The grant will allow
the MPD to purchase
five new portable ra-
dios, Motorola APX

Photos by Madison DeVito

Chief Jennifer Frank at a June City Council meeting, where she announced one of several new grants she
would secure in her first months as Police Chief.

N70 models, which the
department said ad-
dressed an “urgent op-
erational need tied di-
rectly to officer safety,
effective  communica-
tion and public safety”
In the field, the radios
are used by officers for
real-time communica-
tion with emergency
dispatch, coordina-
tion with other law en-
forcement officers and
calling for emergency
assistance in critical sit-

uations. Unfortunately,
22 out of 26 radios, or
roughly 85% of the de-
partment’s radios are no
longer able to complete
those critical functions
reliably, a liability for
officers in the field.
MPD’s current radios
are Motorola APX 6000
A models. These radi-
os were introduced in
2008 and are now over
17 years old, classified
as “end-of-life” They're
no longer supported by

their manufacturer and
replacement parts aren’t
available, meaning that
any units the depart-
ment sends in for ser-
vice are deemed to be
beyond repair. Not only
that, but the current
radios lack Bluetooth
and LTE functional-
ity, meaning they can’t
connect with other law
enforcement tools like
mapping systems or of-
ficer tracking capabil-
ities, which Frank said

are now standard in
most law enforcement
communication equip-
ment.

“Perhaps most criti-
cally, these outdated ra-
dios have limited signal
range and fail to work
in multiple areas of the
city, creating dangerous
communication dead
zones,” Frank admitted.
“In these areas, officers
cannot call for backup
or coordinate during
critical incidents, which
puts both officers and
the public at risk”

Modern radios now
also include additional
features like GPS track-
ing, enhanced range,
LTE connectivity (a
high-speed ~ wireless
communication) and
improved officer safety
features, which the de-
partment’s current radi-
os don’t support.

“In today’s law en-
forcement environ-
ment, radios are in-
tegrated with other
critical ~ technologies.
The new radios will
seamlessly connect with
our existing body cam-
eras and our upcoming

record  management
system and comput-
er-aided dispatch soft-
ware, allowing for a
more efficient and safer
workflow;” Frank said.

Finally, Frank said
that the city and the
department have plans
to continue to replace
their outdated radios.
Last fiscal year, they
used unexpended funds
to purchase three new
radios, which was a sig-
nificant step forward
but still left many offi-
cers unequipped with
modern tools they
need. They will contin-
ue to work toward fully
replacing their radios in
a phased approach.

“We will continue
to seek grant funding
in combination with
establishing a capital
equipment replacement
fund to ensure that we
don’t fall behind on
technology again in
the future. This will al-
low us to stay ahead of
emerging communica-
tion needs and continue
to prioritize officer and
public safety; Frank
concluded.
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By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

Patrick  Fitzgerald
and the Emerald Coast
Krewe of Airship Pi-
rates have been holding
their annual toy drive
now for six years.

The krewe itself,
which Fitzgerald is a
member of, is only 8
years old, having been
started back in Oc-
tober of 2017. It was
started with the mis-
sion of helping the
community after an
organization Fitzger-
ald was in fell short
of doing the amount
of community work
that people wanted.
So, members from the
original group moved
and started the Krewe
of Airship Pirates. The
Airship Pirates now
serve the community
in a number of differ-

ent ways, including
getting involved in di-
saster relief for things
like hurricanes, torna-
does, house fires and
other issues.

“We've been kind of
bored this year,” Fitz-
gerald joked, men-
tioning that for the
first time in a decade,
no hurricanes made
landfall in Florida this
season. He did assure
the Gazette, however,
that the krewe is fully
stocked and ready to go
so that they can be first
on scene in the event of
an emergency.

Donating

Six years ago, the
krewe partnered with
A&R Custom Tinting
in Gulf Breeze, who
had been doing their
own toy drive for years
at that point. Fitzger-
ald said that since the

krewe has been there,
the event has grown ex-
ponentially each year
and that this year is go-
ing to be their biggest
drive yet; they’ve had to
switch locations from
A&R Custom Tinting
to the krewe’s location
on Avalon Boulevard
after partnering with
the United Cajun Navy.
Not only will they be
partnering with the
Cajun Navy for the toy
drive, theyll also be
working with them for
disaster relief.
Currently, the krewe
has about 3,500 toys
with the goal to reach
5,000 before the day
of the toy drive. When
it comes to Christmas,
they typically adopt
a few families so that
underprivileged  kids
can have something
under their trees on
Christmas  morning,

as well as buying the
families dinner and the
parents items that they
can use, fostering four
to five families a year.
This year, the krewe
will also be working
with East Milton Ele-
mentary School to help
children there, Fitzger-
ald said, because of the
number of students at
the school that are on
free or reduced lunch
plans or whose families
can't afford to go crazy
on Christmas.

“Were providing, I
think, 75 bags of toys
for the kids there,” Fitz-
gerald said. Besides
East Milton children
and the families they
adopt for Christmas,
the organization will
also be distributing
toys to Northwest Flor-
ida Ronald McDon-
ald House, Santa Rosa
Kids House, Interfaith
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Local krewe and United Cajun Navy will unite for holiday toy drive

Ministries, For the
Children in Milton and
other charitable orga-
nizations in need.

Festivities

Overall,  Fitzgerald
was thoroughly excited
for the event and how
its coming together.
The event will feature
circus performers, free
food and hot chocolate,
and a winter wonder-
land area for kids. Not
only that, but Lifeguard
Ambulance, Avalon
Fire Rescue and Santa
Rosa County Sherift’s
Office will be partic-
ipating, bringing an
ambulance, a fire truck
and the sherift’s office
K9 unit, respectfully.
Lifeguard will also be
flying Santa Claus on
their very own helicop-
ter during the event so
that the children in at-
tendance can meet him.

“I just want people
to come here and just
have the joy and the
Christmas spirit,” Fitz-
gerald said proudly.
“If people could come
[to the event] and we
could put smiles on
their faces, I don’t care
if hey bring a toy. If
they do, it’s great, but if
not, they can just come
and enjoy the day and
see Santa.”

“I just want [people]
to have joy, he con-
cluded.

The Krewe of Airship
Pirates will be accepting
donations of new, un-
wrapped toys, non-per-
ishable foods, pet food
and pet supplies at the
event. It will take place
on Dec. 14 at 4352 Ava-
lon Blvd. in Milton from
11 am. to 2 p.m. The
event will be the final
day to drop oft toys be-
fore the drive closes.
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For
God's sake

By Rev. Michael Bannon
Compass Community Church

As I write, Thanksgiving
Day is a week past, and the
leftover turkey has been eaten
up. We enjoyed meals of roast
turkey with mashed potatoes,
open-faced hot turkey sand-
wiches with gravy, many cold
turkey sandwiches, and even
pasta with turkey. We had
turkey in one form or another
every day for a week. It would
have been a tedious experi-
ence, but we like turkey.

In Numbers 11, the newly
freed people of Israel grum-
bled their dissatisfaction yet
again to Moses over their
daily fare - manna. “Oh, that
we had meat to eat!” they
lamented, “We remember the
fish we ate in Egypt that cost
nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions,
and the garlic. But now our
strength is dried up, and there
is nothing at all but this man-
na to look at.” Their thankless
eyes regarded their former
life as slaves in Egypt as better
than what the LORD had
done for them. This angered
Moses, but “the anger of the
LORD blazed hotly”

Moses had his own
grumble-fest over the burden
of leading these thank-
less, grumbling people. He
groused to the LORD, “If you
will treat me like this, kill me
at once, if I find favor in your
sight, that I may not see my
wretchedness.” His thankless
eyes regarded death as better
than serving the LORD. The
LORD’s response was unex-
pected.

He told Moses to assemble
the leaders of the people to
hear His response to their
grumbling about meat and a
better life in Egypt. “You shall
not eat just one day, or two
days, or five days, or ten days,
or twenty days, but a whole
month, until it comes out at
your nostrils and becomes
loathsome to you, because
you have rejected the LORD
who is among you and have
wept before him, saying,
‘Why did we come out of
Egypt?”

Like a caterer whose
banquet guest list had just
doubled, Moses quailed at the
prospect of providing meat
for 600,000 people for every
meal every day for a month.
The LORD said, essentially,
“I've got this” He caused a
wind to blow a one-yard-deep
load of quail to the Israel-
ite camp. “While the meat
was yet between their teeth,
before it was consumed,
the anger of the LORD was
kindled against the people,
and the LORD struck down
the people with a very great
plague”

The Israelites had cried
out to God to deliver them
from slavery in Egypt - He
did. He promised them a rich
land and to lead them to it.
He provided daily food and
water for their journey. They
grumbled. He even gave them
a glimpse at the promised
richness of the land. In disbe-
lief, they turned their hearts
back to Egypt.

I cannot criticize. I am
no different, grumbling
discontent, at times missing
my former life, while God's
provision for my life in Christ
is rich beyond measure.
“Godliness with contentment
is great gain,” the Scriptures
advise. So, I pray, Lord, teach
me contentment.

FAITH

Pine Terrace Baptist Church
prepares for Christmas production

Members of Pine Terrace Baptist Church perform their 2024 production, Savior for All.

By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

Pine Terrace Bap-
tist Church (PTBC)
will be holding their
Christmas  produc-
tion, “One Day;, on
Dec. 13 and 14 and

welcome people in
to experience their
church.

For One Day, PTBC
runs their productions
Broadway-style. There’s
singing, live music, a
choir, soloists and a full
cast of actors to tell the
story of Jesuss birth,
death and resurrec-
tion. This will be their
second annual perfor-
mance.

“This year’s theme
is ‘One Day, and the
retelling of the story
centers on the disciple
John,” PTBC Worship
Pastor David Hogg
told the Gazette. “He

kind of opens the
narration, and he is
worshipping the Lord
and reflecting on the
things that he experi-
enced with Jesus and
the stories that he told
and the scenes go all
the way back to the
Old Testament proph-
ets and work through
the promises of God
about the coming of
Jesus and his advent,
and then culminate in
his birth... That’s kind
of the telling of the
story: John remem-
bering the promises of
God and that one day
[the promises] would
be fulfilled and they
were, in the person
and work of Jesus.”
Hogg, who has been
with the church for
nearly two and a half
years, said those in-
volved in the produc-
tion work nearly all

year to prepare for it.
In January or Febru-
ary, Hogg puts a team
together to brainstorm
ideas for the upcoming
Christmas. The first
thing the team does
is get an outline going
of what they want the
performance to look
like and start figur-
ing out music. They
usually come up with
around five selections
to use for the occasion,
and later in the spring
they’ll start develop-
ing the script. Again,
it begins as a rough
outline of what they
want the production
to be before they start
fleshing it out scene
by scene and adding
more song selections,
too. The group is al-
ways looking for spe-
cific traits for specif-
ic characters. They’ll
work on that over the
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BIBLE TRIVIA

By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of
Immanuel (KJV) in the
Old or New Testament
or neither?

2. Which Old Testa-
ment prophet said the
most about the birth of
Christ? Isaiah, Daniel,
Ezekiel, Jeremiah

3. From Matthew
1:18, when Mary be-
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Photos submitted by Pine Terrace Baptist Church

summer, and when fall
comes around, both
the church and chil-
dren’s choir will work
on the songs while the
actors rehearse. From
the time Thanksgiving
is over to the time of
the performance, the
cast and crew are go-
ing through dress re-
hearsals to prepare.
The production
isn’t to put on a show,
however. The church
doesn’t want the event
just to be a perfor-
mance. They want peo-
ple to be able to use
their gifts, whether that
includes singing, act-
ing or more technical
work like audio visual
or lighting. Accord-
ing to Hogg, not many
churches do these types
of shows anymore. He
admitted that it takes
time and resources to
put the production on,

came pregnant, she and
Joseph were ...? Married,
Engaged, Just friends,
Strangers

4. In Luke 2:8-11,
how did the shepherds
learn of Christ’s birth?
Magi informed, Joseph
announcement, Mighty
wind, Angel appearance

5. Where did the wise
men go first when they
arrived in the Holy
Land? Nazareth, Jerusa-

and while a couple of
churches in town still
do them, the shows
are seen less and less.
PTBC knows the pro-
gram helps them reach
out to their communi-
ty, engage with them
and provide opportuni-
ties for members of the
church who serve there
to use their gifts and
talents to do things that
honor the Lord.

“We want our church
to be, you know, not
just a place you attend,
but to be part of your
life and your service
for the Lord,” Hogg
explained. “Whether
[that’s] singing music
here, going on a mis-
sion trip, whatever.”

Pine Terrace will
hold their performanc-
es on Saturday, Dec. 13
and Sunday, Dec. 14.
Both shows will begin
at 6 p.m.

lem, Bethlehem, Hebron

6. What does the Bible
record as to when Jesus
was born? Late Septem-
ber, Dec. 25, March 17,
Does not

ANSWERS: 1) Nei-
ther, 2) Isaiah, 3) En-
gaged, 4) Angel appear-
ance, 5) Jerusalem, 6)
Does not

(c) 2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.



DECEMBER 11-17, 2025

SANTA ROSA

SANTA ROSA’S PRESS GAZETTE

/TA

Stay safe and jolly this holiday

As merry and bright
as the holiday season
is, it can turn dark in
an instant. Here are

some tips from the U.S.

Consumer Product

Safety Commission on
staying safe and cheer-
ful with holiday decor.

Lights

Use lights that have
been tested for safe-
ty and are approved
for use (indoor or
outdoor) in the loca-
tion in which you're
using them. Check
for broken or cracked

sockets, frayed or bare
wires or loose connec-
tions. Fasten outdoor
lights securely to firm
supports and use no
more than three stan-
dard-sized sets of lights
per extension cord.

Trees

Many artificial trees
are fire resistant, but
it bears checking for a
tag all the same. Real
trees should be kept
fresh. Check for fresh-
ness by making sure
the tree is green and
needles are hard to pull

away from branches.
Needles should bend
but not break and the
trunk should be sticky
with resin. Place any
kind of tree away from
fireplaces, heaters, ra-
diators and other heat
sources.

Candles

Never use lit can-
dles on a tree or near
other evergreens, real
or fake. Use candles
in non-flammable
holders and keep them
away from wrapping
paper. Keep candles

where they cannot
be knocked down or
blown over and keep
them out of the reach
of children.

Trimmings

Use non-combusti-
ble or flame-resistant
materials for artificial
icicles or tinsel. Avoid
decorations that are
sharp or breakable and
keep trimmings with
small parts out of the
reach of children. Dec-
orations shouldn’t look
like candy or food.

Paper

Making paper deco-
rations is an adorable
past time, but make
sure to choose materi-
als that are flame-resis-
tant. Don't place paper
decorations near open
flames or electrical
connections. Remove
wrapping paper from
around the tree and
fireplace as soon as
presents are opened.
Do not burn paper in
the fireplace.

Fireplaces

Before lighting a fire,
remove greens, boughs,
paper decorations and
anything flammable
from the fireplace area.
Make sure the flue is
open and keep a screen
in front of the fireplace
while a fire is burn-
ing. Be careful with
fire salts that produce
colored flames when
thrown on the fire.
They can contain heavy
metals that can cause
gastrointestinal irrita-
tion or vomiting.
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The VA year
in review

Veterans who have
a relative who gets
medical care under
CHAMPVA (Civilian
Health and Medical
Program of the De-
partment of Veterans
Affairs) will be hap-
py to know that the
massive backlog of
applications has been
eliminated.

CHAMPVA covers
the 900,000 veterans’
dependents, survi-
vors, caregivers and
spouses who need
care. Until recent-
ly there were over
70,000 applications
that were stuck in a
backlog, some taking
150 days to process.

That backlog no
longer exists, even
though 4,000 new
applications are
coming in per week.
As of now, the process
has been automated,
which speeds things
up. Appeals have seen
similar success with a
recent 20,000 appeals
being reduced to
1,000.

Other things have
been happening at the
same time, per a VA
news release:

The VA has set over
a million appoint-
ments in the early
morning, during eve-
nings and on week-
ends to make it easier
to get an appoint-
ment.

They’re spending
$800 million to im-
prove facilities.

This year they broke
a previous record and
processed 3,000,000
disability claims.

The VA hooked up
with Medicare and
Medicaid to pinpoint
$106 million in dupli-
cate billing.

Permanent housing
was found for over
51,000 homeless vet-
erans.

The VA canceled
the plan to install $77
million worth of elec-
tric charging stations.

And in big dollar
amounts, the VA has
stepped up to deal
with a potential $272
million in medical
bills that were caused
when the previous
administration halted
the processing of
co-payment claims for
community care. The
problem at the time
was the PIT, the Pro-
gram Integrity Tool,
which was supposed
to identify waste and
fraud in community
care billing. Instead, it
was creating duplicate
claims, overwriting
claims and more. (The
VA Office of Inspec-
tor General identi-
fied 18 defects in the
program, which they
estimated consisted of
40 million communi-
ty care claims.)

As of last month,
PIT is processing
claims again.

(c) 2025 King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

Eglin Air Force Base Public Affairs

Thankfulness was the
theme of the 96th Test
Wing commander’s town
hall meetings at the Enlist-
ed Heritage Hall Nov. 24.

Brig. Gen. Mark Massaro
thanked people for mission
commitment and for look-
ing out for each other.

He touched on many
96th TW’s 2025 mission
accomplishments.

The 96th Maintenance
Groups work with the 96th
Range Group to reconfig-
ure F-16 Fighting Falcons
for the Viper Experimenta-
tion and Next-gen Opera-
tional Model, or VENOM,
program to test autonomy
software was highlighted.

“Were developing that
capability for future appli-
cations for our warfighters;”
Massaro said.

MXGSs work on the fly-
ing program resulted in
more flying by the wing
than ever before.

He also highlighted the
Range Groups work on set-
ting up instrumentation at
sites along the Panhandle
of Florida, north and south
of Tampa, and the Florida
Keys to capture data and
monitor weapons testing.

The commander also
spoke about autonomous
surfboards, equipped with
cameras to collect data for

MILITARY

Raptor launch

use in long range weapons
testing. The 96th Cyber-
space Test Group support-
ed Long range testing by
testing data control and
command and control data
links.

The CTG will stand up
the Long-Range Weap-
ons Kill Chain Combined
Task Force, where multi-
ple wings will work on the
LRKC mission portfolio.

“[This portfolio] tests a
variety of different com-
mand and control data
links we need to put in
place to be able to sense a
target, shoot a target from
very long distances, and
communicate that infor-
mation to see what's going
on, Massaro said.

SEEK Eagle, MXG and
the 96th Operations Group
worked on the Fixed Wing,

Air Launched, Count-
er-Unmanned  Alircraft
Systems Ordnance, a low-
cost, air-to-air counter-un-
manned aerial weapons,
ensuring it could be safely
employed from the F-15E.

“FALCO was critical to
our warfighters,” the com-
mander said. “We respond-
ed in a very short turn to
get a combat capability
out to [U.S. Central Com-
mand], and they were able
to employ it successfully”

The 96th Medical Group
provided services in a re-
source constrained envi-
ronment while also under-
going alot of organizational
change.

Massaro talked about
the 96th Civil Engineer
Groups work, focusing on
the bases taxiway. Eglins
runways and taxiways also

DECEMBER 11-17, 2025

U.S. Air National Guard Photo by Senior Airman Halley Clark
An F-22 Raptor assigned to Joint Base Langley-Eustis takes off during exercise Checkered Flag 26-1 at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., Oct. 29, 2025.
Checkered Flag and Weapons System Evaluation Program, two large-scale exercises running concurrently, brought together U.S. Air Force, Marine
Corps, Navy and the Royal Australian Air Force, as the 122nd Fighter Wing validated its aircraft conversion by demonstrating full mission readiness
and the ability to employ live munitions in joint combat training.

2025 accomplishments highlight recent town hall

U.S. Air Force Photo by Michelle Gigante
Brig. Gen. Mark Massaro, 96th Test Wing commander, speaks to his employees at a commander’s call Nov. 25,
2025, at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

used by commercial air-
craft showed heavy wear
and tear.

“[CEG] repaved taxi-
way hotel at the beginning
of the year, and we have a
plan to completely rebuild
it; the commander said.
“[CEG] redesigned that
taxiway and is going to be
doing some work in the
next year to reinforce it and
make it more efficient”

The 96th Mission Sup-
port Group played a very
large role in Massaros base
defense priority developing
abackground check system
for customers accessing Eg-
lin Test and Training Range
and waterways for recre-
ational activities. The MSG
and OG are also working
on the c-UAS mission, pre-
paring the bases defense
against aerial threats.

The 96th Force Support
Squadron worked through
childcare challenges due to
the government shutdown,
and the 96th Communica-
tions Squadron kept com-
munications flowing with
its existing infrastructure.

The commander admit-
ted there was much more
work done by various
wing organizations to keep
things moving forward that
he didnt mention.

“You all have done this
work in every way, shape
or form,” he acknowledged.
“The successes we have in
2025 and will continue to
do in 2026 is because of the
people, our Airmen, capi-
tal A. Those that wear uni-
forms and those that wear
collared shirts. Its all you,
and I am happy and thank-
ful to be part of this team”

Secretary of Air Force gives update on recent DAF efforts

Secretary of the Air Force
Public Affairs

In a memorandum to
commanders, ~ Secretary
of the Air Force Troy E.
Meink and Air Force Chief
of Staff Gen. Ken Wilsbach
said: “The Air Force must
be prepared to fly and fix
so we can fight and win.
We will maintain this pos-
ture through increased
focus on readiness and
modernization in a com-
mander-focused service.

In March 2024, several
initiatives were announced
to prepare the Air Force for
competition. Since that an-
nouncement, fluctuations
in priorities, resources, and
methods have led to sig-
nificant changes in those
efforts; these are listed be-
low:

Implemented/ Continving

Il Large Scale Exercises:
The Department Level Ex-
ercise (DLE) was executed
over the summer of 2025
as the largest exercise in the
Indo-Pacific since the Cold
War. Continuous evalua-
tion of this exercise series
will ensure the required re-
source investment is lead-
ing to valuable readiness
returns.

B Warrant Officers:
Since Dec. 6, 2024, the Air
Force has graduated over
100 warrant officers. We
will continue to recruit
warrant officers to expand
technical expertise in the
cyber and information
technology fields.

B No/Limited Notice
Inspections: Unit readiness
will continue to be evalu-
ated through honest eval-
uations of capabilities and
areas in which to improve.

Il DAF Integrated Ca-
pabilities  Office  (SAF/
IC): SAF/IC drives critical
modernization  recom-
mendations,  integrating
air and space capabilities.
The Department of the Air
Force chief scientist will be
incorporated into SAF/IC.

B Office of Competi-
tive Activities (SAF/OC):
SAF/OC was established
in November 2024. It will
continue to lead the leg-
acy DAF mission areas
and several new competi-
tion-focused mission areas
as directed by the Secretary
of the Air Force.

B Air Force Materiel
Command (AFMC) Inte-
grated Development Of-
fice (IDO): The IDO pro-
vides increased speed to
DAF warfighter capability

delivery by increasing fo-
cus, rigor and data to ac-
company early acquisition
efforts.

Bl Multi-Capable Air-
men: Airmen will continue
to receive training outside
of their primary Air Force
Specialty Code to ensure
the flexibility required for
distributed operations and
agile combat employment.

B Restructuring Spares
Systems: A list of prior-
itized support was es-
tablished for the FY26/7
Planning, Programming,
Budgeting and Execution
(PPBES) process.

Il Wing Units of Action
(UoA): The USAF wing will
remain the primary unit
of action using an Air Ex-
peditionary Wing 2.0 con-
struct, where a single wing
will source the majority of
the command-and-control
and base operating support
with teamed augmentation
from additional wings. In
garrison, the wings will
retain the group organiza-
tional construct, with group
commanders, and will
not transition to A-staffs.
Our focus is to minimize
change-fatigue to Airmen
and enable commanders to
concentrate on readiness,
lethality, and mission ac-

complishment.

Terminated

B Airman Develop
Command (ADC): Air
Education and Training
Command (AETC) will
remain the Air Forces
training and development
major command and will
not become ADC.

B [Integrated Capa-
bilities Command: This
function is being integrat-
ed into Headquarters Air
Force A5/7 with the ap-
pointment of a chief mod-
ernization officer by April
1,2026.

B Reorientation of
Air Combat Command
(ACC): ACC’s mission re-
mains to organize, train,
and equip combat ready
Airmen.

B Service Component
Commands: Air Forces
Central Command (AF-
CENT) and Air Forc-
es Northern Command
(AFENORTH)/Air  Forces
Space (AFSPACE) will
remain Numbered Air
Forces (NAFs). Air Forces
Southern Command (AF-
SOUTH) will remain the
Air Component to United
States Southern Command
(USSOUTHCOM),  but
12AF will be re-established

as a NAF inside of ACC
including the mission of
organizing, training, and
equipping Air Force Forces
assigned to 12AE

Bl Combat Wings and
Base Command Relation-
ship: New Air Base Wings
(ABW) will not be estab-
lished. Current standing
ABWs will remain.

Il Program Assessment
and Evaluation Office: This
program will be integrated
into the Office of Studies
and Analysis (SAF/SA).

B AFMC Informa-
tion Dominance Systems
Center, Air Force Nuclear
Systems Center, and Air
Dominance Systems Sup-
port Center: The creation
of these centers has been
terminated in favor of
more effective sustainment
and support approaches.

Meink and Wilsbach
concluded the memo say-
ing: “As our adversaries
and the strategic environ-
ment continue to evolve,
our approach to ensuring
a credible and ready force
must also adjust. Air supe-
riority is not guaranteed.
Through flexibility and
clear-eyed assessment, our
Air Force will continue to
fly, fix, and fight now and
into the future?”
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EDUCATION
Avalon Midadle ESE teacher shows
students their value, helps them grow

Audra Hughes walks students through an equation on the board.

By Madison DeVito
news@srpressgazette.com

Audra Hughes wanted
to be an astronaut. She
was four when she saw
her first shooting star,
and from that moment
on, she wanted to go to
space. Well into college,
working on a degree in
engineering physics,
that was still her inten-
tion; she wanted to be
an astronaut, to be the
first person on Mars. A
car accident put a stop
to those plans—Hughes
was in a wheelchair for
six months and spent the
year after that relearning
how to walk.

Hughes then decided
that she wanted to be
an attorney and argue
cases before the Su-
preme Court, but she
didn’t have the money
to move to New Orle-
ans and go to Loyola’s
law school. So, Hughes
taught English in South
Korea for a year to save
money for school, but,
before she knew it
she had fallen in love
with teaching. Now,
four years into being a
teacher for Santa Rosa
County District Schools
and six years into teach-
ing overall, Hughes has
been nominated for the

Hughes is a double certified ESE teacher, as well as the ESE Department Chair and part of
the Social Thinking Unit at Avalon Middle School.

district’s Teacher of the
Year award.

“There’s  something
about having little two-
year-olds that barely
speak their own na-
tive language, let alone
[that] some of them had
never seen a foreign-
er before, and having
them progress within a
year to be able to have
conversations and tell
you about their week-
ends and their trips and
things like that, it was
very touching,” Hughes
said. “I was very much
like, ‘Okay, now I'm to-
tally changing it, and I
became a teacher after
that”

Presents

Profession

Currently, Hughes
serves as a math and sci-
ence teacher at Avalon
Middle School in Pace,
where she has self-con-
tained unit classes. She
teaches math and sci-
ence to sixth, seventh and
eighth graders in small
groups, as well as unique
skills and learning strate-
gies. Most of her students,
she explained, are on the
autism  spectrum, but
not all. However, they all
have some kind of social
or emotional deficit that
they need extra support
with. Some of them have
sensory issues, where
they may be uncomfort-
able when there is too

PHS Student

of the Week

Madison Miller

Age: 17
Class: Closs of 2026
Parents: J.R. and Katie Miler

Favorites

School subject: Science

Extracurricular activity: golf and javelin
Hobhies: going to the beach and spending
fime in the sun and gardening

Car: Corvette

Store: Pacsun

Musical Artist: The Marias

Movie:

TV show: “Grey's Anatomy”

Fast Facts

Cafeteria food must-have: (ookies

Last book read that wasn't required: “An
Abundance of Catherines”

Pet peeve: Slow drivers and slow walkers

Person most admired: My cousin Haley Cobb
Person I'd like to meet: Taylor Swift

First job: Most likely will be a CNA in the area

Top accomplishment: getiing my associates degree
at graduation

Future

After-graduation plans: getting o masters in
nursing at the University of Southg Alabama
Career goal: Nurse Praciifioner specializing in
neonatal care or dermatology

much or not enough
noise, making traditional
general education classes
difficult for them.

“A gen ed classroom,
with so many kids, so
many noises, so many
smells, [can be difficult
for them],” Hughes ex-
plained. “Throughout the
day and throughout [the
students’] careers here at
Avalon, we start introduc-
ing them and preparing
them for regular gen ed
inclusion classes. So, by
the time they reach eighth
grade, they might have
one or two classes with
us, and the rest of the time
they’re with their non-dis-
abled peers in regular in-
clusion classes.”

Similar to how Hughes
didn’t always want to be a
teacher, she also didn't al-
ways teach ESE students.
Her first year teaching,
she taught science, civ-
ics and world history
and her second year she
taught only eighth grade
science. Hughes was a
dual certified ESE and
science teacher. She had
a student pushing into
her class from the social
thinking unit, which at
the time she didn’t know
existed. Hughes thought
the disabled student be-
ing in her class was cool.
As the mother of a child
with a disability, she said,
she’s very big on inclu-
sion.

“My kid is just, you
know, not like everyone
else,” she began, “but he
deserves all of the oppor-
tunities that everybody
else does, and so seeing
that kid able to flourish
in my classroom, and also
show other students that
it's okay to be a little dif-
ferent, it's okay to have
an obsession and want
to talk about it...Seeing
that, [ wanted to be a part
of that?”

The next year, the
self-containment  posi-
tion opened up, Hughes
had all of the certifica-
tions for it and took the

Presents

Photos by Madison DeVito

job. Shes been teaching
in that type of unit for
three years now.

Passion and purpose

Hughes’ favorite part
about being a teacher is
being part of a student’s
story and part of their
growth. So many times,
when she sees chil-
dren, theyre discour-
aged. They don’t think
they can do whatever
task theyre trying to
complete, big or small.
Hughes is able to show
those students that they
can do it, that regardless
of what theyre going
through, they have val-
ue, and one bad day isn’t
going to break them.

Nomination

Hughes got teary-eyed
when the Gazette asked
about her reaction to be-
ing nominated for Teach-
er of the Year.

“Having peers look to
you for that [award] is
really an honor,” Hughes
said, her voice thick with
emotion as she apologized
for just that. “To have that
recognition that [peers]
see and [they] appreciate
what you're doing and
you're doing a good job....
So, to have that, especial-
ly from peers, is really
meaningful”

MHS Student

of the Week

Kacie Maliner

Age: 17 Fast Fads
Class: Class of 2026 Cafeteria food must have: lee cream
Parents: Shelley Straley Gehringer & Last book read that wasn’t required: “Pride & Prejudice”
Robert Maliner Pet peeve: People being lazy

Person most admired: Myself
Favorites Person I like to meet: Matthew McConaughey
School subjedt: English First job Sous chef
Extracurricular acfivity: BETA Top accomplishment: BETA dub president
Hobbies: Crochet, Reading, Tennis
Car: Red Jeep Wrangler Future
Store: Target After graduation plans: Going fo college
Movie: “Jumanji” Career goal: FBl
TV Show: “Supematural”

Eat Mor Chikin « 5023 Highway 90  (850) 995-9456

Eat Mor Chikin * 5023 Highway 90 « (850) 995-9456
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By the Numbers: Youth Ment

Il 1in 5 U.S. children experience a mental

EDITORIAL

In Our Opinion

Our youth need direction and healthy
not detachment

relationships,

he murder of 14-year-old Danika Troy should

shake Santa Rosa County — and our country

— to its core.

According to the Santa Rosa County

Sherift’s department, Troy was shot multiple
times, her body burned with gasoline and abandoned
in a wooded area off Kimberly Road. Two juveniles,
ages 16 and 14, now stand accused of first-degree
premeditated murder. All three were classmates at a
specialized school serving students with academic,
emotional and behavioral needs.

This was not an impulsive scuffle or an accident. It
was deliberate, brutal and deeply disturbing. While
the courts will decide punishment, the broader
community must wrestle with a more uncomfortable
truth: we are failing our children long before violence
reaches this level.

This is a crisis hiding in plain sight

Youth mental health in America is in sharp decline,
and the warnings have been clear for years. Depres-
sion, anxiety and emotional dysregulation among
teenagers have surged to unprecedented levels. The
US. Surgeon General has labeled youth mental health
a national public-health emergency — not a trend, but
a crisis.

What could be the cause of the deteriation of our
youth’s mental health?

Screens are not harmless distractions

At the same time youth mental health has wors-
ened, childhood itself has been fundamentally re-
shaped. Screens — video games, smartphones, social
media — now dominate free time that was once filled
by play, social interaction and creative problem-solv-
ing.

Research increasingly links excessive screen use to
higher rates of depression, anxiety, attention problems
and conduct disorders in children and adolescents.
Studies show that youth who spend four or more
hours per day on screens are significantly more likely
to struggle with emotional regulation and aggressive
behavior.

When boredom, frustration or conflict arise, many
children today lack the tools to process them offline.
Instead, they retreat — or explode.

Youth religious participation has dedined sharply
Multiple long-term national surveys document a

al Health and Behavior
, emotional or behavioral disorder each year.

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Il 1 in 6 adolescents worldwide experiences a diagnosable mental health condition.

Source: World Health Organization

I Teen persistent feelings of sadness or hopelessness have increased significantly since 2010.

Source: (DC Youth Risk Behavior Survey

I Youth engaging in 4+ hours of daily screen time show higher rates of depression, anxiety and conduct
problems.Source: National Institutes of Health; peer-reviewed longitudinal studies

Il Firearms are the leading cause of death and homicide is the third highest cause of death for 10-24 year
olds among U.S. children and adolescents. Source: Kaiser Family Foundation; (DC

Il Youth suicide attempts and ER visits for psy
Source: (DC; U.S. Surgeon General's Advisory

chiatric distress have risen dramatically in the past decade.

New Data Shows Steady Drop in Religious Attendance, Especially Among Youth
I Nearly 1in 4 USS. teenagers say they never attend religious services, even though o majority still identify as

Christian. Pew Research Center
I Less than two-thirds of adults today report
dance — a significant decline compared to earl

having had a childhood marked by regular religious service atten-
ier generations. Pew Research Center

I Among all US. adults, fewer than one-third now report weekly or near-weekly church attendance. Gallup.com
I The share of children under 12 present in regular worship services is shrinking: just 13.8% of regular partici-
pants are under age 12 (as of 2020). convergenceus.org

I Over decades, weekly attendance among young adults has dropped sharply: from 26% in 1975 to about 15%

by 2022. The Heritage Foundation
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steep drop in religious engagement among adolescents:
Il The share of US. teens attending religious services
weekly has fallen dramatically since the early 2000s.
Il Teenagers identifying as religiously unaffiliated

(“nones”) has risen rapidly, now representing about one-

third to nearly half of Gen Z, depending on the survey.
Sources: Pew Research Center; General Social Survey
This decline parallels drops in:
B Adult supervision outside the home
Il Intergenerational relationships
Il Structured moral instruction
Il Community-based accountability

Cultural pessimism about the future

Many young people are told on social media and
possibly by people in their lives that,

Bl The world is broken

B The future is bleak

Il They are victims of forces beyond their control

This mindset fuels hopelessness instead of empower-
ment.

Ading out can turn lethal

Mental distress does not always present quietly. For
some young people, it manifests as anger, defiance
and aggression. National data shows an increase in
youth violence in recent years, including a sharp rise in
firearm-related deaths and injuries among children and
teens.

In this case, investigators say one suspect stole a hand-

gun from his mother.

Access to weapons combined with emotional insta-
bility, poor impulse control and unresolved conflict is a
formula for catastrophe.

A we cannot postpone making changes

Danika Troy’s death must force a real examination of
what went wrong and what will continue to go wrong if
the community doesn't address the needs of our com-
munity’s youth.

Accountability matters — but prevention matters more

When children with emotional and behavioral
challenges commit acts of extreme violence, it signals a
failure that reaches far beyond the individual. It reflects
missed warning signs, weakened support systems and a
culture increasingly comfortable with detachment.

Schools cannot replace parents, devices cannot
replace supervision, and children need boundaries and
amoral code found in the Bible. Therapy and discipline

cannot be chosen only after a crisis erupts. Young people

need consistency, boundaries, purpose and real human
relationships long before tragedy strikes.

A moment we cannot afford to ignore
Danika Troy’s death must mark more than another

headline. It must force an honest examination of how we
are raising children — and what we are no longer willing

to provide. We cannot continue pretending unlimited
screen exposure is harmless, or that spiritual, moral and
community anchors are optional. We cannot wait until
mental distress becomes criminal to take it seriously.

Our youth do not need isolation, distraction or low-
ered expectations. They need guidance, accountability
and connection.

Anything less is a risk we should no longer be willing
to take.

Caroline

Tell s what you think!

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor is your chance to
write to us and tell us what you think.
Letters should not exceed 350 words
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Out and
About

By Sandi Kemp

We were sad that Christmas was
basically canceled in our area this past
weekend due to the weather. I almost
wanted to post the Bad News is: Jingle
Bell Run, Christmas Parade, Christmas
in the Park - All canceled. Good News
is: Christmas will be celebrated Dec.
25. Thankfully. Crestview was able to
move their parade to Sunday evening.

Speaking of Christmas, Emerald
Waterfront is now taking orders for
take home family Christmas feasts.
Please see the ad in this issue for
more details. And there is still time to
have an impromptu holiday party at
Emerald Waterfront. There are also
special nights including “Date Night”
on Tuesdays with a special menu.

And it is almost time for the New
Year’s Day Plunges. Apparently, there
are three in Navarre, but we have only
received information on two of them.
The original plunge, the Penguin
Plunge is at Juana’s Pagodas and bene-
fits a very worthy cause, the Kiln Walk.

I recently gave my husband a birth-
day card and as I was writing in the
blank card, I thought to myself that I
was very brave to buy a blank card and
not have some stranger or Al try to ex-
press the sentiments that I had for my
husband on his birthday. I expressed
the same to him when I handed it to
him. He said it is pretty sad that we
now have to question everything as
to whether or not it is AL Logically, I
decided to ask AT about the future of
Al detection. Question: “How are we
going to be able to tell in the future if
something is produced by artificial in-
telligence or humans?” ChatGPT said:
Short answer: it’s going to get harder.
There you go, I just interviewed AI
and I got the answer straight out of the
proverbial horses mouth.

My son-in-law; Jon, and I almost
got kicked out of church Sunday. I was
laughing so hard that I was crying. My
almost 3-year-old granddaughter looks
alot like I did at her age and is as sassy
as L am sure [ was. In fact, her parents
have said they feel like they are raising
amini-me. She even sticks her stickers
all over the toilet like I did, and bursts
out laughing for no apparent reason
except to hear herself laugh. I used to
have people walk up to me at my youth
group and ask me to laugh by silly
laugh. And, best of all - she l-o-v-e-s
books and anything printed. She wants
to read you about three books before
bed and picks the longest books. Just
when you think you are done, she says,
“one more - The Bible.” She knows
we won't’ turn her down when she
asks to read the Bible. We told her
that her uncle can't read - the uncle
that has a master’s degree in electrical
engineering. When we get together,
she sits down with him to teach him
how to read - even though she is just
remembering what we read to her
because she isn't quite reading the
words yet. She looks at her uncle with

such pity because
he “can’t read”” So
back to church...
she was trying to
be quiet during
the sermon and
was asking us
to draw various
pictures on a
piece of paper
that she was
passing around.
She got to me
and she leaned over and whispered,
“draw Ho Ho I drew a quick bearded
man with a hat, and she picked it up oft
my lap and examined it carefully and
handed it back to me, and whispered,
“try again”” Jon thought that was
hilarious but not for the reasons I was
thinking it was hilarious. We both
started giggling uncontrollably, but as
quietly as possible. I had tears running
down my face. He later said, “I don't
know why you were laughing but I
thought it was hilarious to see Sandi
being schooled by little Sandi.”

Quote of the week: “Here is what dis-
cipline actually is: Its choosing your future
self over your current comfort. Every time.
The workout you don't want to do. The ex-
pense you don't want to skip. The habit you
don’t want to maintain. Discipline is just
self-love with delayed gratification.” Scott
D. Clary (1991- ) Canadian entrepre-
neur, business executive, author, educator,
speaker and podcaster.
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STATE NEWS

Drag show law to get another look

By Jim Saunders
News Service of Florida

A full fed-
eral appeals
court  will
take up a bat-
tle about a
2023 Florida )
law designed Uthmeter
to prevent
children from going to
drag shows, after two
rulings blocked the law
on First Amendment
grounds.

The 11th US. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals
on Monday said it will
hold a full-court, or
‘en banc,” hearing in
the state’s appeal of a
preliminary injunction
issued in 2023 by U.S.
District Judge Gregory
Presnell. The order also
vacated a May decision
by a panel of the Atlan-
ta-based appeals court
that upheld the injunc-
tion.

Monday’s order did
not explain the court’s
reasoning. But it went
along with a request by
Florida Attorney Gen-
eral James Uthmeier,
who in June sought a
rehearing.

The Central Flori-
da venue Hamburger
Mary’s challenged the
constitutionality of
the law, which seeks to
prevent venues from
admitting children to
adult live performanc-
es. It defines adult live
performances as “any

show, exhibition, or
other presentation that
is performed in front of
a live audience, which,
in whole or in part, de-
picts or simulates nu-
dity, sexual conduct,
sexual excitement or
specific sexual activi-
ties, ... lewd conduct,
or the lewd exposure of
prosthetic or imitation
genitals or breasts.”

It would allow regu-
lators to suspend or re-
voke licenses of restau-
rants, bars and other
venues that violate the
law. Also, it would pro-
hibit local governments
from issuing public
permits for events that

could expose children
to the targeted behav-
ior.

While the law did not
specifically  mention
drag shows, it came af-
ter Gov. Ron DeSantis’
administration cracked
down on venues in
South  Florida and
Central Florida where
children attended drag
shows. It also came
amid a series of contro-
versial laws passed by
Republicans in Florida
and other states about
transgender-related is-
sues.

In upholding the
preliminary  injunc-
tion issued by Presnell,

Photo courtesy of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
The full 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals will take up a case about a 2023 Florida law aimed at preventing children from attending drag shows.

a panel of the appeals
court, in a 2-1 deci-
sion on May 13, said
that “by providing only
vague guidance as to
which performances it
prohibits, the act (the
law) wields a shotgun
when the First Amend-
ment allows a scalpel at
most.”

“The  Constitution
demands  specificity
when the state restricts
speech,” said the 81-
page majority opinion,
written by Judge Robin
Rosenbaum and joined
by Judge Nancy Abu-
du. “Requiring clarity
in speech regulations
shields us from the

whims of government
censors. And the need
for clarity is especially
strong when the gov-
ernment takes the legal-
ly potent step of label-
ing speech ‘obscene’ An
‘T know it when I see it’
test would unconstitu-
tionally empower those
who would limit speech
to arbitrarily enforce
the law. But the First
Amendment empow-
ers speakers instead.
Yet Florida’s Senate Bill
1438 (the law) takes an
‘T know it when I see it’
approach to regulating
expression.”

Judge Gerald Tjoflat
dissented.

The panels majori-
ty opinion focused, in
part, on the use of the
words “lewd conduct”
in the law. It said the
term is overbroad.

But in a June 3 pe-
tition for a rehearing,
lawyers in Uthmeier’s
office contended that
the majority’s “First
Amendment analysis
makes it nearly impos-
sible for a state to reg-
ulate the exposure of
children to age-inap-
propriate performanc-
es”

“(Lewd)  conduct’
draws on the well-set-
tled meaning of ‘lewd’
in Florida law, defined
by the state’s highest
court to include the
‘indulgence of lust,
signifying that form
of immorality which
has a relation to sexu-
al impurity’ and ‘indi-
cat[ing] gross indecen-
cy with respect to the
sexual relations” the
petition said, partially
quoting from a Florida
Supreme Court deci-
sion. “Florida judges
and juries have suc-
cessfully applied the
term for decades. And
the (US.) Supreme
Court has repeatedly
upheld use of ‘Tlewd,
without further defini-
tion, in federal obscen-
ity statutes.”

Monday’s order and a
court docket did not in-
dicate when the full court
might hear the case.

By Florida News Service

Gun age bill teed up in House
The Florida House could
be ready after the 2026
legislative session starts in
January to take up a bill
that would lower the min-
imum age from 21 to 18 to
buy rifles and other long
guns. The House Judicia-
ry Committee on Tuesday
voted 13-7 to approve the
bill, which would undo a
2018 law that increased the
minimum age to 21. The
law passed after the Feb-
ruary 2018 mass shoot-
ing at Parkland Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School that killed 17 peo-
ple. The Judiciary Com-
mittee was the final panel
scheduled to hear the bill
(HB 133), meaning the
proposal is positioned to
go to the full House during
the upcoming session. The
House has passed sim-
ilar measures in recent
years, but the Senate has
not gone along. The Re-
publican-controlled com-
mittee’s vote Tuesday was
nearly along party lines,
with Rep. Hillary Cassel,
R-Dania  Beach, cross-
ing party lines to oppose
the bill. Supporters of the
bill, which is sponsored

by Majority Leader Tyler
Sirois, R-Merritt Island,
said it would protect Sec-
ond Amendment rights
for people under age 21.
“In my view, this is the cor-
rect public policy to pur-
sue, to restore the rights of
law-abiding 18-year-olds,’
Sirois said. But opponents
argued the increased mini-
mum age was a crucial part
of trying to bolster gun
safety after the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas shoot-
ing. “There is no right that
is absolute in the Consti-
tution,” Rep. Mike Gottli-
eb, D-Davie, said. “We, as
lawmakers, make laws that
benefit the health, safety
and welfare of the public.
That is why we have this
rule in effect after Park-
land” The National Rifle
Association has challenged
the constitutionality of
the law. A federal district
judge and the 11th US.
Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld the law. The NRA
has asked the U.S. Supreme
Court to take up the issue.

‘Rural Renaissance’ on
Senate fast track

The Senate Appropri-
ations Committee next
week is scheduled to take

up Senate President Ben
Albritton’s priority “rural
renaissance” bill, possibly
setting the stage for it to
go before the full Senate
after the 2026 legislative
session starts in January.
The bill (SB 250), which
is aimed at boosting such
things as health care, edu-
cation, transportation and
economic development in
rural areas, has only been
assigned to the Appropri-
ations Committee. If the
panel passes it Dec. 10, the
measure would be ready
for the full Senate. The
Senate backed a similar
measure during the 2025
session. But the package
got broken up in the House
and did not pass. The bill
for the 2026 session, spon-
sored by Sen. Corey Si-
mon, R-Tallahassee, for ex-
ample, would provide $25
million for a new program
aimed at helping physi-
cians, physician assistants
and advanced practice reg-
istered nurses set up prac-
tices in rural communities,
according to a Senate sum-
mary of the bill. As anoth-
er health-care example, the
bill would increase Med-
icaid reimbursement pay-

ments for what are known
as “critical access” hospitals
in rural areas. As examples
on other topics, the bill
would create a program
to provide student-loan
payment assistance for ed-
ucators in rural areas; in-
crease money to help rural
counties resurface and re-
build roads; and create an
Office of Rural Prosperity
at the Florida Department
of Commerce, according
to the summary. Simon
represents a sprawling,
largely rural North Florida
district.

Citizens policy count dips

After a huge drop the
previous week, the num-
ber of policies at the state’s
Citizens Property Insur-
ance Corp. decreased
slightly last week. Citizens
had 437,097 policies Fri-
day, down from 439,079 a
week earlier, according to
data posted on its website.
Citizens had 567,650 pol-
icies in mid-November,
but the number plum-
meted because of what is
known as a “depopula-
tion” program aimed at
moving policies into the
private market. Citizens

is at its lowest total since
October 2019, when it
had 419,475 policies. Of-
ficials have estimated Cit-
izens will have fewer than
400,000 policies by the
end of the year. Citizens
was created as an insurer
of last resort but, starting
in 2020 and 2021, saw ex-
plosive growth as private
insurers shed customers
and raised rates amid fi-
nancial problems. Citizens
peaked at about 1.4 mil-
lion policies in September
2023. But with legislative
changes to shield insurers
from lawsuits and the de-
population program, the
policy count has steadily
decreased over the past
two years. State leaders
and Citizens officials have
long sought to reduce the
size of Citizens, at least in
part because of financial
risks if Florida gets hit
with a major hurricane or
multiple hurricanes.

Bores tapped for FPL president
Scott Bores, who most
recently has served as
vice president of finance
at Florida Power & Light,
has been promoted to
president of the utility,

NextEra Ener-
gy, FPLs par-
ent company,
announced
Monday. Ar-
mando  Pi-
mentel, who
has served as president
and chief executive offi-
cer, will remain as CEO.
In a prepared statement,
John Ketchum, chair-
man, president and CEO
of NextEra Energy, said
Pimentel “has no imme-
diate plans to retire” and
is expected to continue as
chief executive through at
least 2026. Bores joined
the utility in 2011. Mon-
day’s announcement came
after the Florida Public
Service Commission last
month approved a FPL
base-rate settlement that
will take effect in January
and last four years. “Scott’s
customer-first ~mindset,
knowledge of the busi-
ness, financial expertise
and leadership through-
out the rate case make him
particularly well quali-
fied for this new position
reporting to Armando,
Ketchum said. Pimentel
was named president and
CEOQ in January 2023.

Bores
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JANUARY 1, 2026

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

9AM-NOON: Final registration & packet pick up in the Club
10AM-NOON: Bloody Mary Bar
11AM-3PM: Live Music with BT Turner
12:30PM: Paddleboard Adventure Course
1:30PM: Plunge
2-4PM: Party with food & drink
3:30PM: Raffle

2026 SPONSORS
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Pace standout Grant Wise signs with Clemson Tigers

~ ""SPORTS
SeNG
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By Brian Lester
sports@srpressgazette.com

On the morning of his signing
day, Pace offensive lineman
Grant Wise was in a familiar
place, working hard in the
weight room.
It highlights his work eth-
ic, something that has helped
put him in a position to be
one of the nations best
football players.

“His work ethic is
unreal, Pace head
coach Vance Smith
said. “He lifted this
morning like it was
his last lift ever.
Its the way he ap-

proaches every day.”
Wise acknowledges
hard work has been key for
him and saw all of his work, be it on
the field or in the weight room, lead to
signing his name to a national letter of in-
tent with Clemson last Wednesday after-

noon in the high school’s media center.

“Its a great opportunity. All glory
to God. He gave me the opportunity.
I can't wait to get up there and work
hard,” Wise said.

Wise has been committed to Clem-
son since the spring after a whirlwind
recruiting process over the last couple
of years that started slow and quickly
picked up steam.

The four-star recruit had more than
30 offers, including from Alabama,
Michigan, Florida, Miami and Georgia

Tech.

“The last few years have been crazy.
I've been flying all over the country vis-

iting schools,; Wise said. “The biggest
thing about Clemson was the coaches
and the players I met there. You want to
find the right people to do life with for
the next four years, and Clemson felt
like that place?”
Schools in the mix for Wise did
take a stab at getting Wise to flip his
commitment but he stayed loyal to the
Tigers.

“Teams came after me, but I stayed
with Clemson. I believe in the pro-
gram,’ Wise said.

Wise has been a dominant force at
Pace, starting 45 consecutive games

and never allowing a sack.

He was an integral part of the Pa-
triots’ success, especially the last

O

Photos by Brian Lester
Grant Wise has played a key role in the Pace Patriots” success
on the foothall field over the course of his career.

two years when they won 20 games, back-to-back
district titles and made two straight appearances in
the Sweet 16 of the playofts.

He’s also a state champion weight lifter, winning
titles in Olympic and traditional as a junior.

His dad, Ty Wise, who coaches on the defensive
side of the ball at Pace and is a former Miami Hurri-
cane standout, talked about what helped put his son
in the position that he is in today.

“Hes fundamentally sound and a detail oriented
player. That’s really helps set him apart, Wise said.
“He’s not just a guy going through the motions. He's
a student of the game”

Smith calls Wise the best to ever play at Pace, and
thats saying a lot considering the programs history.

“He’s the best football player to ever play here in
my opinion,” Smith said. “And we have had a lot of
great players come through. The way he has repre-
sented us, you couldn' ask for a better person. His
future is bright”

Wise plans to enroll early at Clemson and is
thankful for his time with the Patriots.

“Pace is a special place; Wise said. “The fans
make it amazing and we have the best coaching
staff. Playing football with my brothers has been a
great opportunity for me””

With college football ahead, Wise is excited about
the opportunities in front of him and it’s a safe bet
you'll find him in a weight room somewhere getting
work in as he gets ready for the next level.

“T1l continue to work and do what I do,” Wise
said. “T know college football is going to be different
and hard, but I have to remember to keep working,
keep my head down and keep grinding”
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Brian
Out
Loud!

By Brian

Lester

sports@srpressgazette.com

I wasn't sure what
to think of the Florida
Invitational Tournament
when it first became a
reality last year.

It’s basically the high
school football version
of the NIT for those
looking for the best way
to describe it.

It started out as just
being for the Rural
classification. It's now for
every class.

Yes, it’s still football.
And yes, a championship
is at stake. But the tour-
nament doesn't involve
the top teams in Florida.

And the tournament
still has its issues. For
starters, there were
teams that were sup-
posed to play in the FIT
this year but opted out
during the tournament
because they didn't want
to spend the money on
travel.

Look, I get the expense
factor. Travel isn't cheap
in high school athletics,
especially when all the
money comes out of the
team’s own pocket.

But you know going
into a tournament that
travel is a potential part
of the equation based on
where you are seeded. It
doesn’t sneak up on you.

Because four teams
did not play in it in the
end, leaving a total of
eight participants in-
stead of 12, top seed Fort
White got a pass to the
championship game and
played in just one game
in the tourney.

We can't have that
moving forward. If we
are going to have the FIT
be alegit thing, than it
needs to operate like a
real postseason event.

On the flip side, the
FIT has its positives.

It gives teams that
didn’t make the cut
for the actual FHSAA
playoffs a chance to play
another game or two.

For a program like
Central, which is in just
its second year of varsity
ball, those extra practice
reps are invaluable.

Led by head coach Joe
Surratt, once an assistant
coach at Navarre, the
Jaguars won a game in
the tourney before being
eliminated by Port St.
Joe in the second round.

The extra two games
can't be replicated
anywhere else. It gives
a team like Central and
others a taste of the post-
season and what it takes
to be successful in it.

Now, is the FIT a way
for the FHSAA to make
a little extra money
because it is putting on
an extra tournament? Of
course it is. But we all
know money talks.

I don't know if the FIT
will stick around beyond
this season. Maybe it
does. Like I said, there
are some issues that
need to be resolved.

What I do know is
the FIT has the po-
tential to be a great
thing moving forward.
It gives teams extra
opportunities to play
football and that’s not a
bad thing in the end.

Lawrence dive

By Brian Lester
sports@srpressgazette.com

Donovan Lawrence was confident go-
ing into the FHSAA 3A state swimming
and diving meet last month in Ocala.

That confidence shined through in his
performance as the Pace standout fin-
ished as a runner-up.

“Getting second (at state) is a really big
accomplishment,” Lawrence said.

No doubt about it. It was rewarding
feeling for him to see the time he poured
into the sport pay off.

“It’s a pretty good feeling. All my hard
work, I feel like it definitely paid off]
Lawrence said.

Lawrence said keeping it simple — well,
as simple as you can keep it in diving -
was key to his success at state.

“There’s a lot of strategy involved,” Law-
rence said. “Some divers try to do a lot of
hard dives, but I focus on what I do best. I
got second throwing some relatively easy
dives, as some would say. I stuck with the
dives I am good at”

This was Lawerences third consecutive
trip to state and it marked the second time

Presents
TEAM BRUCE BAKER, MBA

RE/MAX INFINITY

Plans after graduation: Go fo nursing
school and play college basketball

Favorite activity outside of sports:
Spending time with my family

Favorite TV Show: Any reality TV show

i,

Sports: Baskethall

Favorite Movie: “White Chicks”
Favorite Store: T.J. Maxx

Class: 2027

Parents: Alberta
Goodwin and Kenneth
Morris

Team Bruce Baker, MBA - RE/MAX Infinity * 850-449-0365  www.brucebakermba.com
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s Into success at state

he has placed in the top 10 as
he finished eighth his fresh-
man year.

He won a third district
championship in a row this
year and was a regional
champ for the first time.

He started competing in
diving while still in middle
school and has made big
strides in the sport.

He puts in a lot of work. He
practices a couple of days a
week at UWF and also practices
two days in Mobile.

“You have to keep working at
it if you have high hopes in the
sport,” Lawrence said. “It takes a lot
of time to get everything down.

Focus is also essential.

“A lot of it is mental,” Lawrence
said. “Staying focused in practice
and during meets is important.”

Lawrence hopes to dive in college
and is all in with being ready for his se-
nior season in 2026.

“I hope to win state. I'm really going to
lock in this year to be ready;” Lawrence said.

Submitted Photos
Pace’s Donovan Lawrence finished as a state runner-up in diving this season. Lawrence competed at state for a third

consecutive year and finished in the top 10 for the second time.

MHS Athlete of the Week

What is the best part about being an
athlete? The community it brings around you
and the relationships you build

Favorite Sports Memory: Beating Crestview fo
go to the district championship

What is your biggest strength as an ath-
lete? Ability fo be coachable

If you could be a pro athlete for a day, who
would you be? Serena Williams

Loghan Goodwin
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The Pace Patriot girls soccer team poses for a photo after handing Catholic its first loss of the year.

By Brian Lester
sports@srpressgazette.com

Paces girls  soccer
team handed Pensacola
Catholic its first loss of
the year last Wednes-
day night, beating the
Crusaders 1-0 in a hard-
fought game on a chilly
night.

A first-half goal by
Kylin Williamson was
the difference as Pace
won its third consecu-
tive game. This is also
the third shutout win in
a row.

The Patriots have
earned all three of their
wins during the streak
via shutout, outscoring
the opposition 11-0 and
improving to 3-2. Cath-
olic (6-1-1) came in un-
beaten.

The night before, Pace
dominated Escambia 7-0
on the strength of a four-
goal effort by Sydney
Crow.

Sadie Miller, Bella
Arey and Williamson
all scored for the Patri-
ots in that game while
Southern Union com-
mit Zoe Mattes notched
a shutout victory in goal
behind another strong
performance.

Il Milton’s girls soccer
team beat Tate for the
first time in six years last
Tuesday, winning 1-0

~

Press Gazette File Photos

Goalie Paityn Settlemires and the Panthers beat Tate last week.

over the Aggies. Breckyn
Greenfield scored the
lone goal for the Pan-
thers.

The Panthers ended a
two-game losing streak
and earned their third
shutout win of the sea-
son thanks in part to the
effort of goalie Paityn
Settlemires.

B Pace’s boys soccer
team topped Milton for
the second time this sea-
son, winning 4-1.

Presents
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AJ Bon-Jorno deliv-
ered a hat trick in the
victory while Ziad Ben-
rika also scored for the
Patriots, who improved
to 5-4-1 with the win.

B Milton’s boys bas-
ketball team won its sec-
ond consecutive game
last Tuesday, topping
Niceville 63-39.

Sergio Robinson led
the charge with 18 points.
Zi Hudson dished out
eight assist and had no

PHS Athlete of the Week

turnovers. Zander Harp-
er grabbed a team-best
six rebounds. The Pan-
thers are 4-1.

Bl Milton’s girls bas-
ketball team bounced
back from last Monday’s
loss to Niceville with a
63-7 win over Northview
the next night.

The Panthers scored
a season high in points
and gave up a season low
in points to an opponent
as they improved to 4-2.
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News and notes from the area sports scene

 The one-two punch
of Grace Jarrett and
Makenna Enfinger was
enough to help power
Central past Pensacola
Christian Academy 53-
38 last Tuesday.

Jarrett poured in 17
points and Enfinger add-
ed 16 as the Jaguars im-
proved to 2-3. Jaci Per-
ritt added 9 points in the
victory.

l Centrals boys bas-
ketball team won its

Submitted Photo

Zi Hudson brings the ball up the floor in a preseason game. Hudson tallied eight assists
and had no turnovers in Milton’s win over Niceville.

fourth consecutive game
last Tuesday, rolling over
Pensacola Christian
Academy 60-40. The
Jaguars are 5-1.

B Jay’s girls basket-
ball team picked up a
57-47 win over Paxton
last Tuesday to push its
record to 3-1.

The Royals turned the
tide in the second half,
outscoring Paxton 21-13
in the third after trailing
21-20 at halftime.

GET ALL YOUR
LOCAL SPORTS
HERE.

What is the best part about heing an athlete?
Friendships and relationships that | have created and the
lessons learned about heing a leader and keeping a good
mindset

Plans after graduation: Go to UWF and
major in nursing to become a pediatric
nurse

Favorite activity outside of sports:
Hanging out with friends, coaching, going
to Taco Bell and going to church

- Thien Favorite Sports Memory: Finding out | made varsity
O&Vlﬂ» I freshman year
Sports: Basketball and
track

Subscribe to the
Santa Rosa
Press Gazette
850-623-2120

srpressgazette.com

Favorite TV Show: “Outer Banks” What is your higgest strength as an athlete? Being

able to lead the team whenever we are down
Favorite Movie: “Tangled”
Class: 2026 If you could be a pro athlete for a day, who would
Favorite Store: Target you he? Cameron Brink

Parents: Deanna and Chip

Olivia lkier
Team Bruce Baker, MBA - RE/MAX Infinity » 850-449-0365 « www.brucebakermba.com
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Panthers plan fo see hard work pay off this wrestling season

Milton’s wrestling team is gets work in over the summer. The season got underway last week.

By Brian Lester
sports@srpressgazette.com

Milton’s wrestling
team spent a lot of time
this summer preparing
for the season.

It's a great time to get
in work and has the
wrestlers feeling ready
for the year, which is
now officially underway.

“T've really been push-
ing myself in the gym
and on the mats,” senior
Cayden Marshall said. “I
want to have a better sea-
son than I did last year”

Junior Tim Griffith
is hoping for the same
and has his sights set on
a state tourney berth.
He believes hes made
strides.

“I've always had the

Cayden Marshall (yellow shirt) wrestles against Aiden Herbert during a practice this summer.

physical part down, but
now I have extra knowl-
edge and can be more

crafty and technical,
Griffith said.
And putting in work is

key in wrestling.

“It takes time to learn.
Even if you are talented,
you still have to work
hard to get better. You
have to put the time into

it,” junior Connor Allen
said.

Mario Lugo is in his
second year as the head
coach of the Panthers
and said the summer

program went well, serv-
ing as a good build up
for the season.

“I started the program
to give kids opportuni-
ties to get more work
in Lugo said. “In the
summer, you can pol-
ish technique and create
that muscle memory so
you don’t even have to
think about the move
when you are in the heat
of battle in a match.”

Marshall is among the
wrestlers who hopes to
make a run at state. He
used to be in karate and
then fell in love with
wrestling after giving it
atry.

“I feel I've gotten
stronger mentally and
physically;” Marshall
said. “I feel I have a good

Photos by Brian Lester

foundation to build on
for the season.”

Junior Aiden Herbert
is confident as well after
a productive summer of
wrestling workouts.

“You get those ex-
tra reps in and work on
technique, and it really
pays off in the season,
when things are more
intense,” Herbert said.

Lugo said over the
summer he was pleased
with  how  summer
played out and is hoping
to see it all pay off this
season.

“I'm very happy with
the work the kids have
put in. They have the
tools to be successful
and it’s always rewarding
to help these kids suc-
ceed,” Lugo said.

Griffith earns all-conference recognition

By Brian Lester
sports@stpressgazette.com

Reice Griflith is one
of 17 from Mercer
to earn All-Southern
Conference honors.

The kicker from Pace
earned first-team hon-
ors this season.

Griffith has had quite
a junior season, setting
program records for
field goals and points
scored this year while
earning special teams
player of the week hon-
ors three times.

He has made 40 field
goals in his career, in-
cluding a personal-best
kick of 51 yards, and
has racked up more
than 250 career points.

Griffith is in his third
year as a starting kicker
for the Bears, who won
the Southern Confer-
ence  championship
this season.

Photo provided by Mercer Athletics
Reice Griffith has been named to
the All-Southern Conference team.

Your source for local sports coverage in Santa Rosa

subscribe today

Santa Rosa Press Gazette

850-623-2120 or srpressgazette.com
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Waitman waking up each day and living the NFL dream

By Brian Lester
sports@srpressgazette.com

Corliss Waitman is a
starting punter for the

NFLs Pittsburgh Steel-

ers, but his connection
to Milton, and what the
city and the high school
he once played at means

to him, remains strong.

In August, Waitman
donated 250 backpacks

filled with school sup-

plies to Milton High
students in honor of
his great grandfather,
who was well known in
the community. One of
his grandfathers was a

school custodian.

“That lineage of the
Waitman family, T try
to do my part and give
back to a school that has
done so much for me,
Waitman said. “Every
time I come back it’s

good vibes. I'm just try-

ing to pay it forward.”
Waitman is

triots’ practice squad.

“It’s a blessing, and it
seems like a dream, but
I wake up each day and
live the dream,” Wait-
man said. “Its a great
life to be in the league,
but it comes with prepa-
ration and consistency.
I'm truly blessed to be in
this league and try to be

the best I can be”

He is in his second full
season with Pittsburgh,
averaging 45.8 yards per
punt, and he loves being
a part of the Steelers’ or-

ganization.

Corliss Waitman is in his second season as a punter for the Pitishurgh Steelers.

in his
fourth season of playing
in the NFL, but he’s been
in the league five years
overall if you count the
2023 season that he spent
on the New England Pa-

After all, it was here
in Pittsburgh where he
launched his career

Waitman was on the
Patriots’ practice squad
at the time. The Steel-
ers gave him a call on
Christmas because they
needed a punter for
their game against Kan-
sas City the next day.

“This is where it start-
ed for me. I truly love
it here, Waitman said.
“The culture is different
and coming back here
things are still the same.
It shows you how strong
the culture is”

A job is never guar-
anteed in the cut-throat
business of the NFL
and Waitman went
into camp this summer

Corliss Waitman is averaging better than 45 yards per punt this season for Pittshurgh. Waitman is a

Photo credit: Karl Roser/Pitishurgh Steelers

do the rest”

He’s maintained his

position by doing all that
and showing up ready to
work hard.

“It’s about passion and

mental toughness and
showing up every day
and doing your job,
Waitman said. “If you
really love this and you
have passion, you use
that to keep you going”

For Waitman,

who

has worked hard to get
to where he is today, he
doesn't take playing in

Milton alum who has been in the NFL since 2021, spending the last two years with the Steelers.

knowing he would have is he believed in himself.
to work hard to win it. “You can't control ev-

One thing was for cer- erything in the football
tain, however, and that business, but you have

the NFL for granted.
“Its crazy and I am

grateful to be here
to control what you can Waitman said. Its a
control,” Waitman said. blessing. I just have to

“Effort, attitude

and keep my head down and

trustin God, and He will keep going”

Second-half surge lifts Pensacola Catholic past Pace, 50-42

By Mac Knefely
sports@srpressgazette.com

Paces boys basketball
team showed signs of
growth in a 50-42 loss to
Pensacola Catholic last
Wednesday night.

Pace (0-7), playing the
year with many under-
classmen, played a virtu-
ally mistake-free first half,
even seeing a 15-3 lead,
before the visiting Cru-
saders took control after
intermission.

Despite the lack of ex-
perience, Pace head coach
Houston Ramsay is en-
couraged by his team’s
progress. He said five of
the seven losses have come
down to fourth-quarter
battles.

“They fought as hard as
they could. It was a very
physical game. The refs
let us play on both ends of
the court,” Ramsay said.
“This was another one
of these close games that
we've got to turn the page
on and figure out how to
win”

Aside from some in-
experience at the varsity
level, Pace has dealt with
injuries early on.

“We've got some guys
with broken hands, turned
ankles. We're just trying
to get everybody healthy
and get our football guys
caught back up to speed,’
Ramsay said. “Welll ei-
ther make our shots or we
won't, but well continue

Pace’s Aiden Aikens drives past a Catholic defender.

to hang our hat on our de-
fense every night”

The first period was
a defensive battle as the
Patriots held a 4-2 lead
thanks to a layup by Evan
Scott and a floating jump-
er by Bryson Hazelwood.

Pace turned up the of-
fense in the second, scor-
ing the next seven points
on a three-pointer by Bro-
dy Neal and jumper by
Aiden Aikens. A technical
foul called on the Catho-
lic coach gave the Patriots
two free shots to make it
11-2.

JT Leslie later extended

Pace’s Jeremiah Leslie scoots past a Catholic defender.

the Pace lead to 12 with ~ The Crusaders pulled
5:26 left in the half, but within 15-14 with just
Catholic began its rally af- under two minutes to
ter a timeout. go, but Isaac Dull an-

swered with a corner
three-pointer and Scott
added a layup before
Catholic scored on a
jumper to get within 20-
16 at the break.

The game was tied at
34-34 after three quar-
ters before the Crusaders
broke a 38-38 tie and nev-
er looked back.

“Their run in the sec-
ond period kind of got in
our heads. At half, coach
said when we've got them
down weve got to keep
them down,” Neal said.
“But we didn’t come back
out with the same energy,

Photos by Mac Knefely

and that hurt us a lot. Our
defense is there. But we
didn't shoot well from the
field and turned the ball
over”

Despite the loss, players
and coaches were proud
of the overall effort.

“Usually, we don’t match
the other team’s physi-
cality, but we did that to-
night,” Aikens said” “We
played real tough basket-
ball. We started getting to
rim and getting fouls. We
were making most of our
shots early, but at the end
we've just to mature and
finish the game out”
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FOR THE RECORD

SRC Business LiceNsEs

B 11/27/2025, Deb-
orah Markley, Deborah
Goldberg  Consulting,
LLC, Service, 8903 Tara
Cir, Milton, FL 32583

B 12/1/2025, Elmer E
Baker Jr, Steelbilt Struc-
tures LLC, Service, 1420
Champions Green Dr,
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563

B 12/1/2025, Logan
Keigley A.R.M. Handy-
man LLC, Service, 4521
Piedmont Way, Milton,
FL 32583

B 12/1/2025, Kev-
in Cornman, Cornman
Pizza LLC, Lounge,
Restaurant Food Truck,
3755 Gulf Breeze Pkwy
Ste L, Gulf Breeze, FL
32563

B 12/1/2025, Hap-
py Book Merch, Hap-
py Book Merch, Retail
Sales, 6655 Ridge Crest
Dr, Milton, FL 32570

B 12/1/2025, John
Samuel Long, JKP
Trucking LLC, Service,
3744 Cornerbrook Dr,
Pace, FL 32571

B 12/1/2025, Oksa-
na Peery, Oksana Peery,
Professional, 8572 Lar-
edo St, Navarre, FL
32566

B 12/1/2025, Zachary
Potts, Gulf Coast Inflat-
ables LLC, Service, 5553
Mulat Rd Milton, FL
32583

W 12/2/2025, Corby L
Usry III, R & F Adven-
tures LLC , Service,
4195 Madura Rd, Gulf
Breeze, FL 32563

Il 12/2/2025, Mallorie
Okahashi, Dance Acade-
my of Santa Rosa, INC,
Schools, 6784 Caroline
St, Milton, FL 32570

B 12/2/2025, Nan-
cy Kuykendall, Nancy
Kuykendall Manu-
facturing, 6131 Tansey
St, Crestview, FL 32539

B 12/2/2025, Eliza-
beth Daniels, Parsonage
Creations LLC, Retail
Sales, 5962 Parsonage
Cir, Milton, FL 32570

B 12/2/2025, Shawn
Cypret, Shawn Cypret
Construction, Contrac-
tor, 2007 Casa Dr Oro,
Navarre, FL 32566

B 12/2/2025, Kim-
mons, Bennie L, South-
ern Vinyl Siding LLC,
Contractor, 6347 Clear
Creek Rd Milton, FL
32570

B 12/2/2025, Eliis
John Xavier Sr, Patty’s
Grill LLC, Service, 4109
Polks Ave Pace, FL 32571

B 12/2/2025, Arlene
D Kabalka, Bright Sands
Vacation Rentals LLC,
Service, 7324 Rexford St,
Navarre, FL 32566

B 12/3/2025, Kristi
Berry, Arrow Boutique
LLC, Retail Sales, 911
Gulf Breeze Pkwy Ste A,
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561

B 12/3/2025, Mary
Trivigno, Azalias Bou-
tique, Retail Sales, 3100
Gulf Breeze Pkwy, Gulf
Breeze, FL 32563

B 12/3/2025, Jud
Boyd, = Diamondback
Bush Hogging, Service,
298 W Beech Ave, Crest-
view, FL 32536

B 12/3/2025, Bernard
Alidor, Remedy BJ],
Schools, 4237 Highway
90, Pace, FL 32571

B 12/3/2025, Michael
Dehner, Strong Matters
S&C LLC, Service, 5436
Dogwood Drive, Milton,
FL 32570

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Santa Rosa Press Gazette
850-623-2120
or srpressgazette.com

B Kathryn Denise
McMackin to Robert Sean
Bales

Il Franklin Don-El
Foster to Lisa Mae Wolfe

[ ] Samuel  Dale
Taylor to Tamika Ariana
Ballantyne

B Amelia Grace Trostle
to Christian William Rian
Wadbrook

[l Caleb Andrew Quick
to Raegan  Mercedes
Wooten

MARRIAGES

Il Rebekah Lynne Page
to Austin Mack Ladd

B Megan Amanda
Churm to Brian Thomas
Green

M Becky Carole Padgett
to Clay Lee Clement

Il Cate Yvonne Hodges
to Dale Michael Utsey

B Michele Maree
Mason to Joseph Patrick
Henry

[ | Joseph
Williams  to
Noel Petrossi

Tyler
Elizabeth

B Olivia Alexandria
Braswell to  Robert
Michael Lenzo

B Brian Walter Harris
to Chaselee Brook Porter

B Tyler-Marie Smith to
Steven Edward Terry

Il Meeya Jacy Gonzalez
to Alec Edmund Morrow

[ Maylen  Lee
McKnight to David Carter
Braley

[ | Dechawuthi
Dispanurat to Porranee
Anekjindarat
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[l Brennon Larue Lee
to Shila Lynn Reid

B Douglas Robert
Smith to Louise Jeanne
Burch

B Xavier Alexander
Vallianos to  Mariah
Celine Rios

B Christopher Adams
Mejias to Alaina Mary
Poimboeuf

B William Robert
Grantner to Nancy Lynn
Paauwe
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Arrest and incident reports are taken from the information released from law enforcement agencies. Charges or citations reported in the Santa Rosa Press Gazette do not imply guilt. Guilt is determined by the courts.
Information on this page is public information. Names on arrest records will not be withheld by request for any reason. Every effort is made to provide accurate information. If an error in the named charge occurs,

November 27

Merle Seay Painter, 60,
7700 Block of Canary Lane,
Milton, Charge: Probation
violafion

Natalie Michelle Cipraini,
44, 4500 Block of Simmons
Road, Pace, Charges: Battery
on specified personnel, resist
officer — obstruct without
violence, drugs-possession

— controlled substance
without prescription, drug
equipment-possession and
or use, drugs-health or
safety — possess harmful
new legend drug without
prescription

Laura Judith Gurling,
53, 4100 Block of Luther
Fowler Road, Pace, Charge:
Domestic violence —
aggravated battery with
deadly weapon

Santa Rosa Press Gazette will correct the named charge in a future publication when it is brought to our attention. Juveniles are named only if the arrest involved a felony offense.

Airech Kristofur Johnson,
29, 3400 Block of Quail
Drive, Pace, Charges:
Battery — domestic violence
— touch o strike (x2),
criminal mischief domage
property $1,000+, family
offense — deprive custody
of minor/incompetent

person
November 28

Olina Myriam Strott, 19,
4700 Block of Cyril Drive,
Milton, Charge: Battery on
person 65 years of age or
older — domestic violence

Michael Loyce Simmons,
64, 6400 Block of Rence
Circle, Milton, Charge:
Battery

Joshua Robert Wise, 29,
4300 Block of Sunshine Park
Drive, Milton, Charge: Failure
to appear

Elijah Levi Coker, 23,
4400 Block of Marvin
Reaves Road, Jay, Charges:
Dangerous excessive
speeding — 100 miles per
hour or more while passing
another vehicle or changing
lanes, public order crimes -
violated nonresident drivers
license exemption

Joshua Wayne Enfinger,
36, 5200 Block of
Chestnut Avenue, Pace,
Charges: Drugs-possession
- controlled substance
without prescription, drug
equipment-possession and
or use, obstruing justice
— tamper with evidence in
criminal proceeding

Charles Patrick Taylor,
53, 3700 Block of Carabella

Lane, Pace, Charges: Larceny

— other theft, nonmoving
traffic violation - fail to
register motor vehicle,
attached registration license
plate not assigned, moving
traffic violation — drive
while license suspended,
drug equipment-possession
and or use

Kenneth Alan Finney, 64,
6800 Block of Mertis Way,
Milton, Charges: Moving
traffic violation - drive
while license suspended/
revoked, drive on
permanently revoked driver
license, fraud-impersonation
— false ID given to law
enforcement officer

OVENBRFADY &

Justin Lawayne Brewer,
25, 4900 Block of Lambert
Lane, Milton, Charges:
Battery — domestic
violence — cause hodily
harm, larceny — petit theft
merch/farm/transit

Charlene Trenee Cureton,
32,4200 Block of Castille
Avenue, Milton, Charge:
Battery — domestic violence
— touch or sirike

Zebadiah Daniel Thomas,
50, 4700 Block of Praline
Lane, Pace, Charges:
Probation violation (x2),
fraud - manufacturing/
selling/advertising items
intended to defraud o urine
drug test

Pamela Sue Bennett, 46,
6500 Block of Bruce Lane,
Milton, Charge: Battery —
domestic violence — touch
or strike

Martina Carolyn Mae
Hayden, 33, 4600 Block of
Carl Booker Road, Milton,
Charges: Failure fo appear
(x2), probation violation,
resist officer — obstruct
without violence

Mitchell Evgene Eddins,
45, 6100 Block of Warren
Road, Milton, Charges:
(rimes against person

— fail to report death to
medical examiner or law
enforcement officer, larceny
— petit theft merch/farm/
transit $100-$750

John Nicholas Dienst, 38,
5000 Block of Brookside
Drive, Pace, Charge:
Probation violation

Dani Costner Vines, 49,
4900 Block of Wabash
Pine Court, Pace, Charge:
Probation violation

PTCKEUPRONRCIH RISTMAS

James Allen Williams,
55, 9400 Block of Allison
(reek Lane, Jay, Charge:
Trespassing — fail to leave
property on order of owner

John Erik Claudio, 40,
5100 Block of Peach Drive,
Pace, Charges: Fraud-

false statement - false
information fo purchase
weapon firearm, confempt
of court — violated
domestic violence injunction
possessing firearm/ammo,
possession of weapon or
ammo by convicted felon,
possession of firearm with
final injunction for domestic
violence in effect
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Many people —
more than half
of U.S. adults,

the (DC says —
take vitamins

or other diefary
supplements such
as amino acids,
enzymes and
minerals.

The National Insti-
tutes of Health says

Metoprolol
prescription for
palpitations
exacerbates
anxiety

Dear Dr. Roach: I
just discontinued using
metoprolol succinate
extended release (ER)
at a dosage of 6.25 mg.
My heart rate is nor-
mally in the 70-80s,
and my blood pressure
is normal. My doctor
prescribed it for pal-
pitations, but it seems
totally unnecessary. My
issue is that I am ex-
periencing tachycardia
of over 100 beats every
single night as well as
dry mouth.

Could this be anxi-
ety? And do you think
an antidepressant like
Zoloft or Paxil would
help? I had a Holter
monitor, which showed
nothing wrong with my
heart. The palpitations
were sporadic only
when I was anxious.

I stopped metoprolol

products sold as dietary
supplements come

with a label that lists
the active ingredients,
the amount per serving
or dose, and any other
ingredients.

The FDA established
Good Manufacturing
Practices (GMPs) to en-
sure the identity, purity,
strength and composi-
tion of dietary supple-
ments. These practices
can prevent adding the
wrong ingredient or
other contamination.
The FDA periodically
inspects facilities that
manufacture supple-

because it exacerbated
my anxiety and caused
me depression as well
as panic attacks. My
doctor prescribed me
1 mg of Ativan to take
at bedtime, but I am
very scared of getting
addicted to it. So, I
thought maybe an
antidepressant would
help instead. My doctor
prescribed 25 mg of
Zoloft, but I want an-
other opinion. -- S.S.

Answer: General-
ized anxiety disorder
is a common problem
and may be associat-
ed with panic attacks
(sometimes depression
as well). The most
common and highly
effective medication
treatment for general-
ized anxiety disorder,
with or without panic
attacks, is an SSRI-type
drug like sertraline
(Zoloft). Therapy is
another option, and the
two together are more
effective than they are
separately.

Metoprolol is an
effective treatment for
the fast heart rate that
some people get when
they have anxiety, and
metoprolol by itself is
helpful for many peo-
ple who have anxiety.
(The high heart rate

HEALTHY

LIVING
The ABCs of supplements

ments.

Supplement Safety
Supplements can help
with a variety of con-
ditions, the NIH says.
Calcium and vitamin
D, for instance, can
help keep bones strong
and reduce bone loss.
Omega-3 fatty acids
from fish oils can help
some people resist heart
disease. But people who
wish to start taking a
supplement should dis-
cuss it with their health
care professional before
taking anything new.
Supplements can

can make people feel
even more anxious.)
However, it sounds
like metoprolol did not
work for you. There is
a small increased risk
of depression among
people who take beta
blockers like metopr-
olol.

In my opinion, loraz-
epam (Ativan) is not a
good long-term choice
for an anxiety disor-
der, but it can still be
helpful in some people
while they’re waiting
for another treatment
to start working (such
as therapy or a med-
icine like Zoloft). It
takes six to eight weeks
to reach maximum
effectiveness.

Addiction is not an
issue when both the
patient and prescriber
agree that it will be
only used as a short-
term treatment. For
Zoloft, 25 mg is a low
dose, and some peo-
ple need higher doses
(sometimes much
higher) to control their
symptoms.

Dear Dr. Roach:Why
shouldn’t you use
antibiotics for a cold?
--T.YA.

Answer:There are
two main reasons. The

interact with medica-
tions you're already
taking or exacerbate
conditions you have.
Vitamin K, for instance,
can reduce the ability
of some blood thinners
to prevent clotting. St.
John’s wort can speed
up the breakdown of
some medicines and
reduce their effective-
ness. Some antioxidant
supplements, such as
vitamins C and E, may
reduce the effectiveness
of some types of cancer
chemotherapy.

Also be careful of
dosing. Too much of

first is that antibiotics
are effective against
bacteria; they’re not
effective against the
viruses, which are the
cause of colds. It is
true that a person (or
their doctor) cannot
be 100% sure whether
they have a virus, but
people are general-

ly pretty good about
knowing when they
have a cold.

The second is that
resistance to antibiotics
has become a major is-
sue in medicine. There
are now strains of bac-
teria that are resistant
to all antibiotics, and I
have seen patients die
because their bacteria
were resistant to all the
antibiotics we have.
Using antibiotics less
often and for shorter
durations is a major
goal to reduce the rate
of antibiotic resistance.
(Antibiotic use in ani-
mals that are raised for
food is a major issue as
well.)

Patients can help
by not asking for (or
demanding) antibiotics
for what are almost
certainly viral infec-
tions.

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual questions,

SANTA ROSA’S PRESS GAZETTE / 9B

even things such as
vitamins and minerals
can have adverse ef-
fects. Taking too much
vitamin A, for instance,
can cause headaches
and liver damage. Too
much iron causes nau-
sea and vomiting.

Natural is Not Always Safe
The term natural on a
label, NTH says, doesn't
always mean a product
is safe. Some botanical
products, such as com-
frey and kava, can cause
liver damage. Be sure
your health care pro-
fessional knows what

but will incorporate
them in the column
whenever possible.
Readers may email
questions to ToYour-

supplements you're
taking or are consid-
ering and discuss with
them the safety risks,
proper dosages and side
effects.

Bear in mind that
while the FDA oversees
supplement manufac-
ture and sale, there are
different guidelines
than the agency en-
forces for drugs. Unlike
medicines, supplements
do not require FDA
approval before sale
and the companies that
make supplements are
responsible for proving
their products are safe.

GoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu.

(c) 2025 North Amer-
ica Synd., Inc.

All Rights Reserved

Be careful, reading
Santa Rosa Press Gazette
could make you
become aware.

subscribe today

Santa Rosa Press Gazette
850-623-2120
or srpressgazette.com
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Additional legal nofices may be accessed on

srpressgazette.com and the statewide legal
nofice website.

NOTICE IN THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA
TULSA COUNTY DISTRICT
COURT

TYRONE CARTAS BUR-
NETT,

Petitioner,

v.
FARMERS  INSURANCE,
CAMERON

DARROW,

Named Respondents.
NOTICE TO SUE

Cose Judge (J-2025-
02424

DAMAN CANTRELL

Notice to Sue

In the case of Tyrone
Burnett vs. Farmers In-
surance, the plaintiff,
Tyrone Burnett, may be
asserting claims for per-
sonal injury due to an
incident that resulted in
both physical and
emotional harm. The key
components of this case
would typically involve
allegations of

negligence from Farmers
Insurance, which could
be related to their op-
erafions or actions that
contributed to the inci-
dent causing the injuries.
Background:  Incident:
Details of the incident
leading to the daim
would need to be estab-
lished including how it
occurred, the parties in-
volved, and any relevant
circumstances.  Injuries:
Mr. Burnett is caiming
spine damage, which
could involve medical
documentation  detailing
the nature and extent of
the injuries. This would
likely include diagnostic
imaging results, treat-
ment plans, and any
medical  professionals’
testimonies regarding the
impact of the injuries on
his daily life. Mental An-
guish: Emotional Impact:
In addition to physical
injuries, Mr. Burnett is
claiming mental anguish.
This aspect would involve
demonstrating how the
injuries have affected his
psychological well-being,
daily functioning, and
quality of life. Evidence
might incude psycho-
logical evaluations, ther-
apy records, or personal
testimony  regarding
the emotional distress
experienced. Legal Con-
siderations:  Negligence:
The case would likely
focus on  establishing
negligence on the part
of Farmers Insurance,
which involves proving
that they owed a duty
of care to Mr. Burnett,
breached that duty, and
that the breach directly
resulted in his injuries.
Damages: If Mr. Burnett
is successful, he may be
entitled fo various forms
of damages, induding
but not limited to medi-
cal expenses, lost wages,
pain and suffering, and
compensation for men-
tal anguish. Conclusion:
This case highlights the
complexities  involved
in personal injury torts,
particularly when both
physical and emotional
damages are claimed.
The outcome would de-
pend on the evidence
presented, the arguments
made by both parties,
and the applicable laws
in the jurisdiction

where the case Is heard.
If you have specific ques-
tions about this hypo-
thetical case or related

legal principles, feel free
to ask!

/s/ TYRONE CARTAS
BURNETT Date: June 3rd,
2025

Prinfed Name: Burnett,
Tyrone Cartas

Living Man, LS, Beneficia-
ry for the named
Respondent's estate TY-
RONE CARTAS

BURNETT

Without Prejudice

Signed before me on
June 3. 2025

/s/ Robert Scott From-

mel

ROBERT SCOTT FROMMEL
NOTARY

#17001254

EXP. 02-07-2029
PUBLIC

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
ML3842

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR ESCAMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
DANIEL HECHT

and

MELISSA HECHT

Plaintiff

vs.
MICHAEL MABIRE CON-
STRUCTION €O. INC,,
MICHAEL E. MABIRE AND
JESSE E. CASEY
INDIVIDUALLY
D/B/A MICHAEL
MABIRE  CONSTRUCTION
(0. INC

Defendant

CASE NO: 2024'- CA-
000294

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY given
that pursuant to a Writ
of Execution issued in the
Circuit Court of Escambia
County, Florida, on the
7th day of April, 2025, in
the cause wherein Daniel
Hecht and Melissa Hecht,
Plainiff, and  Michael
Mabire Construction Co.
Inc, Michael E. Mabire
and Jesse E. Casey indi-
vidually and d/b/a Mi-
chael Mabire Construction
Co. Inc, Defendant, being
case number 2024-CA-
000294, in said Court, I;
Bob Johnson as Sheriff of
Santa Rosa County, Flori-
da, have levied upon all
the right, title and inter-
est of the Defendant, Mi-
chael Mabire Construction
Co. Inc, Michael E. Mabire
and Jesse E. Casey indi-
vidually and d/b/a
Michael Mabire Construc-
tion Co. Inc, in and to
the following described
personal property, to wit:
2022 Ford Super Duty
Model F250
VIN#
INEF51445
| shall offer this property
for sale at the East front
door of the Santa Rosa
Criminal Justice Facility,
5755 East Milion Rd,
Milton, Florida, Santa
Rosa County, Florida, at
the hour of 10:00 a.m.
on the T6th day of De-
cember, 2025, or as soon
thereafter as possible. |
will offer for sale all of
the said Defendant's Mi-
chael Mabire Construction
Co. Inc, Michael E. Ma-
bire and Jesse E. Casey
individually and d/b/a
Michael  Mabire  Con-
struction Co. Inc, right,
title, and interest in the
aforesaid personal prop-
erty, af public auction
and will sell the same,
subject to taxes, all prior
liens, encumbrances and

AND

1FT8W2BT-

judgments, if any, fo the
highest and best bidder
for CASH IN HAND. The
proceeds fo be applied
as far as may be to the
payment of costs and the
satisfaction of the above
described execution.
Dated at Milton, Santa
Rosa  County, Florida,
this 5th day of November
2025.

Bob Johnson, As

Sheriff of Santa Rosa
County, Florida

By: /s/ Regen Gunter
#1463/157

Regen Gunter, Deputy
Sheriff

In accordance with the
American with Disabili-
ties Ad, person needing
a special accommoda-
tion fo participate in this
proceeding shall contact
the Civil Unit no later
than seven days prior to
the proceeding at (850)
981-2164.

Dates of Publication:
Thursday 11-20-25
Thursday 11-27-25
Thursday 12-04-25
Thursday 12-11-25
ML4142

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE INTEREST OF:

B.C. (DOB: 06/22/2012)
Minor Child

Case No.: 2025 DP 050
NOTICE OF ACTION
(TERMINATION OF PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS)

T0: Catherine  McNally,
mother

Address Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that the State of
Florida, Department of
Children and Families,
has filed a Petition fo
terminate your parental
rights and permanently
commit the following
child for adoption: B.C.
(DOB: 06/22/2012. A
copy of the Pefition is
on file with the Clerk of
the Court. You are hereby
commanded to appear
on December 16, at 9:00
a.m., before the Honor-
able Steven C. Warrick,
Juvenile Division, at the
Santa Rosa County Court-
house, 4025 Avalon Blvd,
Courtroom 2D, Milton, FL
32583, for an ADVISORY
HEARING.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THIS ADVISO-
RY HEARING CONSTITUTES
CONSENT TO THE TER-
MINATION OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS OF THIS CHILD. IF
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON
THE DATE AND TIME SPEC-
IFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS AS A PAR-
ENT TO THE CHILD NAMED
IN THIS NOTICE.

If you are a person with a
disability who needs any
accommodation in order
to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are enfitled,
at no cost fo you, to the
provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court  Administration,
ADA Ligison; Santa Rosa
County; 4025, Milton,
FL 32583; Phone (850)
623-3159; Fax (850)
982-0602;  ADA.Santa-
Rosa@flcourtsl.gov, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appear-
ance, or immediately
upon receiving this noti-
fication if the time before
the scheduled appearance

King Cross Answers

is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand as
Clerk of said Court and
the Seal thereof, this 10
day of November 2025.
JASON D. ENGLISH, as
Clerk of Court

By: /s/ Charlyn Gould
As Deputy Clerk

ML4153

Nofice of sale: Dogwood
storage pursuant to the
Florida self storage Act
(FS.  83.801-83.809)
hereby gives notice of
sale under soid act o
wit: On December 22,
2025 ot 2:00 pm on
storageauctions.com.
Dogwood Storage  will
conduct the sale by select
bid on the contents of the
following units:

A094 Susan Heck 5x10
HHG

D239 Bret Smith 10x30
HHG

D269 Richard M Tranum
10x15 HHG

D332 Donald Graham
10x15 HHG

153 Hannoh  Whaley
10x20 HHG

A25  Haley  Williams
10x10 HHG

ML4166

Saver Self Storage at
6588 Caroline St,
Milton FL is holding a
public auction on
www.storagetreasures.
com ending on December
19th at 10am. The
following units will be
sold:

1204: Tomas Peek,
Household Items
1401: Madison Frazier,
Household Items
ML4171

File #: 2025188

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tax Saole Certificate has
filed said Tox Cerfificate
for the Tax Deed fo be
issued thereon. The
Certificate Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Certificate Number:
2304083

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
MILTON HEIGHTS LOTS 4
50&W30FT&NISFT
LOT 3 BLK 16 & E 20 FT
OF LOT 7 BLK 16 AS DES
IN OR 2530 PG 1487
Parcel ID:
34-2N-28-2470-01600-
0040

Name in which Assessed:
LONNIE A JOINER

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4172

File #: 2025189

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tax Sale Certificate has
filed said Tox Cerfificate
for the Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Cerfificate  Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Cerfificate Number:
230421

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
OM NW COR TH S
06*00'00"W 311 0.58
FT 70 SLY R/W LI OF RR
TH N 64*02'0"E 26.50
FTTH S 1 9*24'00"E
1120 FT TH N 65*33'
00" E 1595 FT TO WLY
R/W OF COUN TY LN TH
S 48*00'00"E 633.21
FT T0 NIY R/W OF
HUDSON BEND R D TH
S 42700'00"W 677.79
FT TO NLY & ELY R/W OF
HUDSON BEN D RD FOR
POB TH N 480000" W
180 FT TH N 42*13'18"E
192 FTTH S 48*00°00"E
180 FTTO NLY R/W LI OF
HUDSON BEND RD TH §
42*13'18" W 192 FT T0
POB BEING LOTS 30-35
OF UNREC SUB AVALON
VILLAS AS DES IN OR
2558 PG 1673 & AS DES
IN ODH IN OR 4289 PG

36-1N-29-0000-00220-
0000

Name in which Assessed:
JEREMY JAMES HUGHES,
JONI SUZANNE HUGHES
All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to the low the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest hidder
online af www.santarosa.
realiaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 o 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4173

File #: 2025192

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tox Sale Certificate has
filed said Tax Certificate
for the Tax Deed fo be
issued thereon.  The
Certificate  Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Cerfificate Number:
2303020

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
(OMM AT NW CORN OF
SW4 OF SE4 THN E 634
FT THN S 250 FT THN
S10'W 152.42 FT THN
W 107 FT T0 TH POB
& CONT 107 FT THN SI1
*0'W 152.42 FT THN
E 107 FT THN NI*O'E
152.42 FT T0 POB PAR-
CEL 2 OF OR 3298 PG
175

Parcel ID:
24-2N-29-0000-00903-
0000

Name in which Assessed:
BOBBY PITTMAN, MELO-
NIE PITTMAN

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Juson D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4174

File #: 2025194

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tax Sale Certificate has
filed said Tax Certificate
for the Tax Deed to be
issued thereon.  The
Certificate  Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Certificate Number:
2303887

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
HEATHER OAKS LOT 1 AS
DES IN OR 3816 PG 1296
Parcel ID:
32-2N-29-1695-00000-
0010

Name in which Assessed:
ROBERT MATTHEW MILEY
All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Juson D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4175

File #: 2025197

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tox Sale Certificate has
filed said Tox Cerfificate
for the Tax Deed fo be
issued thereon.  The
Cerfificate  Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Cerfificate Number:
2302205

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
TWIN LAKE ESTATES LOT
11 BLK B AS DES IN OR
3249 PG 1256 LESS ALL
MINERAL RIGHTS

Parcel ID:
18-1N-27-5530-
00B00-0110

Name in which Assessed:
CYNTHIA K STRAUSER,
TERRY G STRAUSER

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-

Sudoku solution

cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/202 at 12:00
noon (T, by Juson D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4176

File #: 2025199

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT CANAL TAX SB MUNI
CUST FOR CANAL TAX ,
holder of the following
Tax Sale Certificate has
filed said Tox Cerfificate
for the Tax Deed fo be
issued thereon. The
Cerfificate  Number and
year of Issuance, the De-
scription of the property,
and Name(s) in which it
is assessed is as follows:
Cerfificate Number:
2302152

Year of Issuance:

2023

Description of Property:
*DESCRIPTION  UPDATED
FOR 2025* 17-25-27W:
(OMMENCING AT  THE
NW CORN OF THE NE4
OF THE SE 4 OF SEC
17 THN N 89*09'55"E
36.45 FT T0 POB; THN
N 89*09'55"E 130.00
FT ; THN S26*50°00"E
46524 FT ; THN
$38*42'00"W  121.00
FT ; THN N27*30'49"W
572.38 FT POB; CON-
TAINS 1.35 AC +/- ; DES
IN OR 1157 PG 526 & OR
2581 PG 1385

Parcel ID:
17-25-27-0000-00138-
0000

Name in which Assessed:
D E HUTCHINSON EST,
RICHARD HUTCHINSON
All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online ot www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/202 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Juson D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4177

File #: 2025200

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT MHF  RETIREMENT
TRUST , holder of the
following Tax Sale Cer-
tificate has filed said Tax
Certificate for the Tax
Deed to be issued there-
on. The Certificate Num-
ber and year of Issuance,
the Description of the
property, and Name(s) in
which it is assessed is as
follows:

Certificate Number:
1901702

Year of Issuance:

2019

Description of Property:
AVALON BEACH LOTS 20 &
21 BLK 570 OR 373 PG
252 & OR 1477 PG 409
Parcel ID:
40-1N-28-0090-57000-
0200

Name in which Assessed:
ELLA  STILLER, WANDA
MUELLER

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording fo the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder

online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 at 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4178

File #: 2025201

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT MHF RETIREMENT
TRUST , holder of the
following Tax Sale Cer-
tificate has filed said Tax
Certificate for the Tax
Deed fo be issued there-
on. The Cerfificate Num-
ber and year of Issuance,
the Description of the
property, and Name(s) in
which it is assessed is as
follows:

Certificate Number:
1901745

Year of Issuance:

2019

Description of Property:
AVALON BEACH LOTS 9 &
10 BLK 593

Parcel ID:
40-1N-28-0090-59300-
0090

Name in which Assessed:
NICK DUROS

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to the law the
property described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4179

File #: 2025202

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT MHF RETIREMENT
TRUST , holder of the
following Tax Sale Cer-
tificate has filed said Tax
Certificate for the Tax
Deed fo be issued there-
on. The Cerfificate Num-
ber and year of Issuance,
the Description of the
property, and Name(s) in
which it is assessed is as
follows:

Certificate Number:
1901760

Year of Issuance:

2019

Description of Property:
AVALON BEACH 10T 4
BLK 640 AS DES IN OR
672 PG 63 & OR 2020
PG 1875 & OR 2123 PG
1196 & OR 3931 PG 1123
Parcel ID:
40-1N-28-0090-64000-
0040

Name in which Assessed:
DOLORES COX AS TRUSTEE
ET AL, FRANK E PERICOLA
JR TRUST, PAULA DIANE
PERICOLA

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to the law the
property  described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold to the highest bidder
online at www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4180

File #: 2025203

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT MHF  RETIREMENT

TRUST , holder of the
following Tax Sale Cer-
tificate has filed said Tax
Certificate for the Tox
Deed to be issued there-
on. The Ceriificate Num-
ber and year of Issuance,
the Description of the
property, and Name(s) in
which it is assessed is as
follows:

Certificate Number:
1901746

Year of Issuance:

2019

Description of Property:
AVALON BEACH LOTS 15 &
16 BLK 596

Parcel ID:
40-1N-28-0090-59600-
0150

Name in which Assessed:
MARVIN R FIELDS

All of the above property
is located in Santa Rosa
County, In the state of
Florida.

Unless such certificate(s)
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to the law the
property  described in
such certificate(s) will be
sold fo the highest bidder
online ot www.santarosa.
realtaxdeed.com on the
01/12/2026 ot 12:00
noon (T, by Jason D.
English, ESQ, Santa Rosa
County Clerk of Courts &
Comptroller.

ML4181

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR SANTA ROSA COUN-
T,
FLORIDA
File No.
MXAX
PROBATE DIVISION

25000646(P-

IN RE: ESTATE OF

MARIA P. HINARIS
Division
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Summary  Administra-
tion)

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE ES-
TATE:

You are hereby nofified
that an Order of Sum-
mary Administration may
be entered in the estafe
of MARIA P. HINARIS,
deceased, File Number
25000646CPMXAX, by
the Circit Court for
SANTA  ROSA  County,
Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is
4025 Avalon Blvd., Mil-
ton, FL 32583; that the
decedent’s date of death
was February 24, 2025;
that the total value of
the estate is 0 and that
the names and addresses
of those to whom it has
been assigned by such
order are:

Name Address
JEANNIE STEVENSON
8000 N. Lincoln Ave, Apt.
1003

Skokie, IL 60077

BESSIE AYALA

653 Andrew Lane

Carol Stream, IL 60188
DEBBIE RASMASON
13210 Vicarage Drive
Plainfield, IL 60585

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the es-
tate of the decedent and
persons having claims or
demands against the es-
tate of the decedent other
than those for whom pro-
vision for full payment
was made in the Order of
Summary Administration
must file their claims with
this court WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA  STATUTES
SECTION 733.702. ALL
CLAIMS AND DEMANDS
NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED. NOT-
WITHSTANDING ANY
OTHER APPLICABLE TIME
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PERIOD,  ANY  CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT'S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Nofice is
December 4th, 2025.
Attorney for Person Giv-
ing Notice

JACQUELINE R. BOWDEN
6OLD
Attorney
Florida
109399
RARICK &
GOLD, PA
6500 Cow Pen Road,Suite
204

Miami Lakes, FL 33014
Telephone: (305) 556-
5209

Fax: (305) 362-9525
E-Mail: jbowden@rarick-
law.com

Secondary E-Mail: ser-
vice@raricklaw.com
Person Giving Notice:
JEANNIE STEVENSON
8000 N. Lincoln Ave

Apt. 1003

Skokie, Illinois 60077
ML4182

Bar  Number:

BOWDEN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
SAS.

(DOB: 05/04/2024)
Minor Child

Case No.: 2019 DP 017
NOTICE OF ACTION
(TERMINATION OF PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS)

T0:  Melissa  Hadder,
mother and James Had-
der, father

Address Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that the State of
Florida, Department of
Children and Families,
has filed a Petition o
terminate your parental
rights and permanently
commit the following
child for adoption: S.AS.
(DOB:  05/04/2024).
A copy of the Petition is
on file with the Clerk of
the Court. You are hereby
commanded 1o appear
on January 20, 2026,
at 9:00 a.m., before the
Honorable Steven C. War-
rick, Juvenile Division, af
the Santa Rosa County
Courthouse, 4025 Ava-
lon Blvd, Courtroom 2D,
Milon, FL 32583, for an
ADVISORY HEARING.
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THIS ADVISO-
RY HEARING CONSTITUTES
CONSENT TO THE TERMI-
NATION OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS OF THIS CHILD.
IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
ON THE DATE AND TIME
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY
LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS
AS A PARENT TO THE
CHILD NAMED IN THIS
NOTICE.

If you are a person with
a disability who needs
any accommodation in
order fo participate in
this proceeding, you are
enfitled, af no cost fo
you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please
contact:  Court  Adminis-
tration, ADA Liaison; San-
ta Rosa County; 4025,
Milton, FL 32583; Phone
(850) 623-3159; Fax
(850) 982-0602; ADA.
SantaRosa@flcourts1.
gov, af least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court
appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving this
notification if the time
before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7
days; if you are hearing
or voice impaired, call
1.

WITNESS my hand as
Clerk of said Court and
the Seal thereof, this 25
day of November 2025.
JASON D. ENGLISH, as
Clerk of Court

By: /s/ Charlyn Gould.
As Deputy Clerk

ML4186

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Capital One, N.A.
Plaintiff,

vs.

The Unknown Heirs, De-
visees, Grantees, Assign-
ees, Lienors, Creditors,
Trustees, and all other
parties claiming infer-
est by, through, under
or against the Estate of
Cheryl  Loston-Williams

a/k/a Cheryl Ann Los-
ton-Williams, Deceased;
etal

Defendants.

GENERAL  JURISDICTION
DIVISION

Case No.
2500074 3CAMXAX
NOTICE OF ACTION - CON-
STRUCTIVE SERVICE

T0: The Unknown Heirs,
Devisees, Grantees,

Assignees, Lienors, Cred-
itors, Trustees, and all
other parties claiming
interest by, through, un-
der or against the Estate
of Cheryl Loston-Williams
a/k/a Cheryl Ann Los-
ton-Williams, Deceased
Last Known Address: Un-
known

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to
foreclose a mortgage on
the following property
in Santa Rosa County,
Florida:

LOT 14, BUILDING 3,
SOUND HAVEN PHASE 1,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 11, PAGE 54,
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
OF SANTA ROSA COUNTY,
FLORIDA.

has been filed against
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if
any, fo it on Julie York,
Esquire, Brock & Scott,
PLLC, the Plainfiff's at-
torney, whose address
is 4919 Memorial Hwy,
Suite 135, Tampa, FL
33634, within thirty (30)
days of the first date of
publication and file the
original with the Clerk of
this Court either before
service on the Plaintiff's
attorney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a
default will be entered
against you for the relief
demanded in the com-
plaint or petition.

DATED on  November
14,2025.

Juson D. English

As Clerk of the Court

By /s/ Tara Waidner

As Deputy Clerk

ML4188

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in
business under the ficti-
tious name of ET Advisor
Institute, at 308 Cordoba
St, in the County of Santa
Rosa, in the city of Gulf
Breeze, Florida, 32561,
intends to register the
said name with the Di-
vision of Corporations of
the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Flori-
do. Dated at Gulf Breeze,
Florida, this 11th day of
December  2025. Erin
Tamberella LLC, owner,
or Corporation full name.
ML4189

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE  NO.:  2025-CA-
000362

PENNYMAC LOAN SER-
VICES, LLC,

Plaintiff,

v.
JOEL RIVERA-FLORES, et
al,,
Defendants.
CASE  NO.:
000362
DIVB
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE

NOTICE is hereby given
that Jason D. English,
Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Santa Rosa County,
Florida, will on January
13, 2026, ot 11:00 a.m.
(T, via the online auction
sitt af  www.santarosa.
realforeclose.com in ac-
cordance  with  Chapter
45, ES., offer for sale
and sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash,
the following described
property sitvated in San-
ta Rosa County, Florida,
to wit:

Lot 52, Block A, PACE
MILL ~ CREEK  PHASE
THREE-A, according to
map or plat thereof as
recorded in Plat Book 12,
Page 5, Public Records
of Santa Rosa County,
Florida.

Property Address: 5541
Cane Syrup Circle, Pace,
FL 32571

pursuant to the Final
Judgment of Foreclosure
entered in a case pend-
ing in said Court, the

2025-CA-

style and case number of
which is set forth above.
Any person claiming an
interest in the surplus
from the sale, if any,
other than the property
owner as of the date of
the Lis Pendens must file
a claim before the clerk
reports the surplus as
unclaimed.

If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchas-
er at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return
of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no
further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s
attorney.

If you are a person with
a disability who needs
any accommodation in
order to parficipate in
this proceeding, you are
enfitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please
contact:  Court  Admin-
istration, ADA Liaison,
Santa Rosa County, 4025
Avalon Boulevard, Milton,
FL 32583, Phone (850)
623-3159, Fox (850)
983-0602,  ADA.Santa-
Rosa@flcourtsl.gov, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appear-
ance, or immediately
upon

receiving this nofification
if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
SUBMITTED on this 3rd
day of December, 2025.
TIFFANY & B0SCO, PA.
/s/ Kathryn 1. Kasper,
Esq.

Anthony R. Smith, Esq.
FL Bar #157147

Kathryn 1. Kasper, Esq.
FL Bar #621188
Attorneys for Plaintiff

OF COUNSEL:

Tiffany & Bosco, PA.
1201 S. Orlando Ave,
Suite 430

Winter Park, FL 32789
Telephone: (205) 930-
5200

Facsimile:  (407) 712
9201

ML4190

IN THE 1st JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT COURT IN

AND FOR SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No. 2025-CA-645
FINANCE, INC,,

Plaintiff,

vS.

ANY UNKNOWN  PARTY
WHO MAY CLAIM

AS HEIR, DEVISEE, GRANT-
EE, ASSIGNEE,

LIENOR, CREDITOR,
TRUSTEE, OR OTHER
CLAIMANT, BY, THROUGH,
UNDER OR AGAINST
DOYCE MATTHEW PEA-
COCK; STEVEN MICHAEL
LOWE; and UNKNOWN
TENANT

Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION

T0:

ANY UNKNOWN  PARTY
WHO MAY CLAIM AS
HEIR, DEVISEE, GRANTEE,
ASSIGNEE, LIENOR, CRED-
ITOR, TRUSTEE, OR OTHER
CLAIMANT, BY, THROUGH,
UNDER  OR  AGAINST
DOYCE MATTHEW PEA-
(0CK

last  known address,
10469 Bernice Rd., Mil-
ton, FL 32583

Nofice is hereby given
to ANY UNKNOWN PAR-
TY WHO MAY CLAIM AS
HEIR, DEVISEE, GRANTEE,
ASSIGNEE, LIENOR, CRED-
ITOR, TRUSTEE, OR OTHER
CLAIMANT, BY, THROUGH,
UNDER  OR  AGAINST
DOYCE MATTHEW PEA-
(OCK that an action of
foreclosure on the fol-
lowing property in Santa
Rosa County, Florida:
Legal

(OMMENCE AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF
GOVERNMENT  LOT 2,
SECTION 6, TOWNSHIP 1
NORTH, RANGE 26 WEST,
SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY,
FLORIDA; THENCE PRO-
CEED SOUTH 04 DEGREES
32 MINUTES 56 SECONDS
WEST ALONG THE EAST
LINE OF GOVERNMENT
LOT 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF
60.00 FEET TO A POINT
ON THE SOUTH RIGHT OF
WAY LINE OF PONDERO-
SA ROAD (ALSO KNOWN
AS BERNICE ROAD) (60
FOOT RIGHT OF WAY)
SAID POINT ALSO BEING
THE NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THAT PARCEL OF LAND
RECORDED IN OFFICIAL

RECORDS BOOK 1395,
PAGE 1102, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF SAID
COUNTY; THENCE PRO-
CEED NORTH 87 DEGREES
37 MINUTES 04 SECONDS
WEST ALONG SAID SOUTH
RIGHT OF WAY LINE FOR A
DISTANCE OF 165.77 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE DEPARTING
SAID SOUTH LINE PRO-
CEED SOUTH 04 DEGREES
30 MINUTES 11 SECONDS
WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 385.92 FEET; THENCE
PROCEED  NORTH 87
DEGREES 16  MINUTES
37 SECONDS WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 165.42
FEET; THENCE PROCEED
NORTH 04 DEGREES 27
MINUTES 24 SECONDS
EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF
384.92 FEET TO A POINT
ON THE SOUTH RIGHT OF
WAY LINE OF THE AFORE-
MENTIONED PONDEROSA
ROAD; THENCE PROCEED
SOUTH 87 DEGREES 37
MINUTES 04 SECONDS
EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH
RIGHT OF WAY LINE FOR
A DISTANCE OF 165.78
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

TOGETHER WITH THAT
CERTAIN SINGLEWIDE
MANUFACTURED  HOME,
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS A 2010,
PLATINUM HOMES,
BEARING IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER:  PHALO1763,
PERMANENTLY  AFFIXED
THERETO.

has been filed against
you and you are required
to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any,
to it on Leslie S. White,
Esquire, the Plaintiff's
attorney, whose address
is, 420 S. Orange Ave-
nue, Suite 700, P.0. Box
2346, Orlando, Florida
32802-2346 30 days
from the first date of
publication

and file the original with
the clerk of the court ei-
ther before service on the
Plaintiffs’ attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; oth-
erwise o default will be
entered against you for
the relief demanded in
the complaint or pefifion.
DATED ON December 3,

2025 .

County Clerk of Circuit
Court

(SEAL)

By: /s/Beverly D

ML4191

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR WATER USE PERMIT

Nofice is herehy given
that pursuant to Chapter
373, Florida Statutes, the
following  application(s)
for water use permit(s)
has (have) heen received
by the Northwest Florida
Water Management Dis-
frict:

Application Number 2E-
113-4989-6 filed De-
cember 01, 2025. Ready
Mix USA, LLC, 1623 Gulf
Breeze Pkwy Gulf Breeze,
FL 32561. Requesting an
annval  average  with-
drawal of 47,000 gallons
per day from the Sand &
Gravel aquifer for com-
mercial/industrial use by
existing facilities. General
withdrawal location(s) in
Santa Rosa County Sec-
tion: 27, Township: 25,

Range: 28W.
Inferested persons may
submit  written  com-

ments/objection or sub-
mit a written request for
the Notice of Proposed
Agency Action (NOPAA)
regarding the application
by wrifing to: Division
of Regulatory Services,
Northwest Florida Water
Management  District,
Atin: Scoft White, 152
Water Management
Drive, Havana, Florida
32333. A NOPAA will be
mailed only to persons
who have filed such re-
quests. A NOPAA must be
requested in order fo be
advised of further pro-
ceedings and any public
hearing date.  Written
comments/objection  or
NOPAA requests must be
received by 5:00 p.m. ET,
within 14 days of pub-
lication of this nofice of
application.

No further public nofice
will be provided regard-
ing this application.
Publication of this notice
constitutes  constructive
notice of the permit ap-

plication to all substan-
tially affected persons.
ML4192

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in
business under the ficti-
tious name of Lifescape
Land Company, af 308
Cordoba St, in the County
of Santa Rosa, in the city
of Gulf Breeze, Florida,
32561, intends to register
the said name with the
Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department
of Siate, Tallahassee,
Florida. Dated at Gulf
Breeze, Florida, this 11th
day of December 2025.
ET Land Group LLC, own-
er, or Corporation full
name.

ML4193

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in
business under the ficti-
tious name of Everything
Palms Real Estate, af
8182 Navarre pkwy, in
the County of Santa Rosa,
in the cty of Navarre,
Florida, 32566, intends
to register the said name
with the Division of Cor-
porations of the Florida
Department of State, Tal-
lahassee, Florida. Dated
at Navarre, Florida, this
11th day of December
2025. Lauren Haggett,
owner, or Corporation full
name.

ML4194

SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

NOTICE OF INTENDED
DISPOSITION OF FOUND/
ABANDONED PROPERTY
Notice is hereby provided
that the below described
property was found on
public property without
an identifiable owner.
The property has been in
custody of the Santa Rosa
County Sheriff's Office.
Pursuant fo Florida Stat-
utes, Chapter 705.103(2)
(b), Santa Rosa County
Sheriff's Office will retain
custody of each item for

90 days from the day it
was taken into custody
before disposing of the
property in the following
manner: Notice is hereby
given that Santa Rosa
County Sheriff's Office,
pursuant to Florida Stat-
utes, Chapter 705.103(2)
(b)(1), elects to: retain
for agency’s use/donate
to/surrender to finder/
destroy/trade the prop-
erty. 25007059 CUR-
RENCY FOUND AT PUBLIX
HWY 90 PACE, 25007421
YELLOW RING W/CLEAR
STONES FOUND IN CREEK,
25008870  CURRENCY
FOUND AT PUBLIX NA-
VARRE PKWY. Proof of
ownership is required.
If the owner wishes to
make a claim, that in-
dividual should contact:
Santa Rosa County Sher-
iff's Office, Property &
Evidence Unit 850-981-
2163, Monday - Friday
(9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)
Excluding Holidays
ML4195

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in
business under the ficti-
tious name of NWFL In-
flatables, at 4415 Winged
Elm C, in the County of
Santa Rosa, in the city of
Milton, Florida, 32571,
intends to register the
said name with the Di-
vision of Corporations of
the Florida Department
of State, Tallahassee,
Florida. Dated at Milton,
Florida, this 11th day of
December 2025. Gulf
Coast Inflatables  LLC,
owner, or Corporation full
name.

ML4196

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, de-
siring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious
name of Southern Grace
& Grit, af 6465 La Famil-
ia Lane, in the County of
Santa Rosa, in the city of
Milton, Florida, 32570,
intends to register the
said name with the Di-
vision of Corporafions of

the Florida Department
of State, Tallahassee,
Florida. Dated at Milton,
Florida, this 11th day of
December 2025. South-
ern Grace Boutique, LLC,
owner, or Corporation full
name.

ML4197

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in
business under the ficti-
tious name of 0C Peaden
Septic Tank Service, at
4563 Jernigan Rd, in the
County of Santa Rosa, in
the city of Pace, Florida,
32571, intends to register
the said name with the
Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department
of State, Tallohassee,
Florida. Dated at Pace,
Florida, this 11th day of
December 2025. Oby (
Peaden and Associates
INC, owner, or Corpora-
tion full name.

ML4198

-800-
MISCELLANEOUS

STATEWIDE CLASSI-
FIED ADS FOR WEEK
OF: 12/8/2025-
12/15/2025

1. Home Improvement/
Service

PROTECT YOUR HOME
from pests safely and
affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite,
Spiders and other pests.
Locally owned and af-
fordable.

Call for a quote or in-
spection today 1-833-
542-1732 Have zip code
of property ready when
calling!

2. Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to
help find missing children
and prevent abduction.
Fast free pickup, run-
ning or not, 24 hr re-
sponse. No emission test
required, maximum fax
deduction. Support Find
the Children, call: 1-833-
546-7050.

3. Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY  USERS!  Dis-

Be careful,
reading
danta Rosa
Press Gazette
could make you
become aware.

subscribe today

Santa Rosa

Press Gazette
850-623-2120
or srpressgazette.com

cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen  Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call
1-833-661-3729

4. Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-349-1243

5. Medical
STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE!

Reduce premiums and
out-of-pocket costs while
getting the coverage you
need! Call now for a
competitive free quote.
1-877-351-3442. Plus...
Income  based  gov-
emment  subsidies are
available for those that
qualify!

6. Home Improvement/
Service

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.

Call: 1-833-754-2465

7. Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submo-
riner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-
0m

8. Wanted to Buy

We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite,  Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins /  Banijos.
These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-
6789

9. Wanted to Buy

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy
process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash
offer: 1-321-603-3026
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We deliver
your news your way!

PressGazette

SERVING NORTH SANTA ROSA COUNTY

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE IN PRINT AND ONLINE.

ALL ACCESS

Printed Paper Mailed Weekly
+ THappy Ad2x2
+ 2 Classified Ads 20 words or less
+ 1 Garage Sale Ad
«  Email Alerts With Breaking News
«  Online access to daily content on srpressgazette.com
+ Digital access to weekly e-edition

—— S'] 38 o

$670 VALUE

BASIC

+ Printed Paper Mailed Weekly

S /YR
MORE THAN

$450 VALUE

DIGITAL

+ Digital access to weekly e-edition
« Online access to daily content on
srpressgazette.com

568"
NO MAILED
PAPER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 850.623.2120
MEMBERSHIP CHOICE: ... c.cccon0

-

ALL ACCESS *138 BASIC 48 DIGITAL *68
[CISENIOR/MILITARY PRICE $130 CISENIOR/MILITARY PRICE $43 NO MAILED PAPER M o RE o PTI o NS CO M I N G Soo N
MAILED PAPER SENIOR/MILITARY DISCOUNT
If you are a senior citizen (age 65+) or military (active duty or retired), you are
g 2 I\I\:(C))l':ll:ll::é """""""""""""" igg eligible for the discounted price. Please check one or the other. On your honor...
O 12 MONTHS (BASIC)........$48 O MILITARY OO SENIOR CITIZEN (65+)
PAYMENT AMOUNT: O CHECKENCLOSED O VISA O MC O DISCOVER 0O AMEX
CARD #: CV CODE: EXP. DATE:
NAME: PHONE
ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIP:
EMAIL: MAIL TO: SANTA ROSA PRESS GAZETTE

7502 HARVEST VILLAGE CT. | NAVARRE, FL 32566 J

SRPRESSGAZETTE.COM o o @
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